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sheep through the dinge, and also a large
number of cattle. I hope the Govern-
ment will consider this matter, and
decide not only not to withdraw the
reward, but to increase it to a sub-
stantial extent. For this purpose 1
think it would be advisable to impose a
tax on all sheep throughout the State, a
very substantial tax, and supplement this
with a very heavy subsidy from the
Treagury. This would enable the reward
to be increased to something like £2 per
dog. Nothipng less would be of anyavail.
The effect of this would be to bring into
existence a large number of hunters to
deal with the extermination of dingoes.
The same priveiple which justifies steps
being taken with regard to the rabbit in-
vasion justifies steps being taken for the
extermination of dingoes. There isanother
matter in connection with the Speech
which I prefer to leave until & Bill dealing
with thesubject comes forward. A subject
I should like to refer to is that of adjourn-
ments. Thopethatifthereisnotlikelyto be
any iwportant business before the Legis-
lative Council, we shall from time to time
adjourn for aday or two. Last year my-

gelf and others had to come bundreds of:

miles for half an hour's business. Ii is
all very well for people living in the city
of Perth or in Fremantle, but it is a very
serious matter to members who have to
come and go something like 600 miles.

TaE CoLoNiar SecrErary: I think
you did very well last session.

How. J. M. DREW : Tt wasnot 8o bad
last session as the session before, and I
hope there will be a still farther improve-
ment. I have much pleasure in support-
ing the Address-in-reply.

On motioe by Hox. E. M. CraRkE,
debate ajourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 6'28 o’clock,
until the next day.
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Tee SPEAKER took the Chair at
3-30 o'clock, p.m.

PrAvERS,

QUESTION (PosrrorED).

Mzr. MORAN agked the Premier ques-
tion No. | standing in his name on the
Notice Paper.

Tae PREMIER requested that the
question be postponed, as he had not
had the gueation placed before him yet.

M=z. MORAN: It was rather extru-
ordipary thut a question of which natice
had been given had not been placed
before a Minister before now.

Tre Sreaxer: The matter could not
be debated.

Tae Premrer : Things werea bit con.
gested at present.

SUPPLY—MESSAGE FROM THE
GOVERNOR.

Message from the Governer received
and read, recommending the appropria-
tion out of Consolidated Revenue and
General Loan Fund of £1,000,000 for
;151)% sservicas of the year ending 30th June,

Taee TREASURER moved that the
House resolve into Committee to con-
sider the Message, and that the Stand-
ing Orders be suspended to allow the
passuge of a Supply Bill through all
stages,

Mr. MORAN (West Perth): The
House and the country would not fail to
take notige of this extraordinary request.
The amount asked for was extraordinary,
and the conditions under which it was
asked for were still more extraordinary.
He would not oppose the motionr; never-
theless, pending a vote of want of con-
fidence which had not the worst chance
in the world of being carried, we were
now entrusting to the Government a
million of money. For three years past
it had been our misfortune to bave to
vote large sums of money in a wmanner
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not contemplated on the institution of
Responsible Government. We were now
repeating the practice owing to the late-
ness of the session; and presumably as
heretofore the Estimates would come
* down at the end of the session, after all
the money had been spent; and the
financial debate, apart from its educative
value, would be useless. Surely this
demand had no parallel in Western Aus-
tralia.

Question put and passed.

House agreed to resolve into Com-
mittee.

CHATIRMAN OF COMMITTEES, ELECTIUN.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Walter James):
I bave great pleasure in moving that Mr.
Quinlan do take the Chair as Chairman
of Committees; and T do so with
pleasure, becanse Mr. Quinian has long
been acting in that position, and has
discharged his duties in a manner
thoroughly satisfactory to the House.

Mz T. F. QUINLAN (Toodyay):
By leave of the House I beg to ducline
the offer so kindly made by the Premier,
and in doing so I would express my
gratitude, I may say perhaps to all mem-
bers of the House, for the kindness in
supporting my candidature for the higher
position. However, I feel that my health
does mot at present permit me to offer
my service for the position of Chairman.
I regret this, because I realise the honour
done me by the offer; and I move that
the member for Brown Hill be appointed
Chairman of Committees.

M=. W. B. GORDON (Canping): I
gecond the amendment.

Tae PREMIER : I ask leave to with-
draw my motion.

Motion by leave withdrauwn.

Me. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill}: I
have pleasure in submitting myself to the
House.

Question put and passed.

(General
applause.)

IN COMMITTEE OF SUFPFLY.

Me. Batd in the Chair.

Tae CHAIRMAN: I must thank
members for having elected me to the
position of Chairman of Committees. I
hope that while I occupy this Chair I

shall carry out my duties with strict .

impartiality, and that my conduct of
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In return, I would ask for the cordia
support and co-operation of members o
all sides of the House, so that I may b
assisted to carry out my duties in |
manner which will maintain the dignit
of the Chamber in the eyes of the publi
who are our creators.
Formal resolution passed.

IN QOMMITTEE QF WAYY® AND MEANS,

Mr. MORAN : Were not members en
titled to some information from th
Treasurer, at least as to the loan funds i
not to revenue ?

Taee TREASURER: That would b
given on the second reading.

Formal resolution passed, preliminar
to 4 Bill.

SUFPLY BILL.

Supply Bill introduced, and read a firs
time. ‘

Tee TREASURER (Hon. C. H
Rason) suid: In rising to move th
second reading of the Bill, I desire $
explain to the House that the procedur
we have adopted is simply that of follow
ing what has been the custoin in pas
years. The member for West Pertl
(Mr. Moran) said the amount asked fo
was wholly unparalleled in the history o
Western Australia. On the contrary
the amount asked for is precisely th
same as was asked for in the first Suppl
Bill in the last session of the last Parlia
ment. In moving this Su&pl_v Bill it ca
hardly be said Lhat the Government i
actuated Ly any desire to improve its ow.
condition. It is ceriain that whateve
Government is in power, supplies must b
voted, and this Government thought i
would best be meeting the difficultie
which seem likely to arise before ver
long if, in view of those contemplate
difficulties and the adjournment of th

| House which will probably have to follow

a Supply Bill were introduced and pv
through, the difficulties and complication
which may arise to a Government tha
may follow in our footsteps thereby bein
avoided. As to information upon th
Loan Bill, or state of the loan fund
rather, the fullest possible informatio
on this subject is published in the las
Government Gazelle, the Gazette of las
Friday, 29th July,and I do not intend ¢
weary the House, or attempt to thrus

business will commend itself to members. | upon the Houose information as to th
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state of the finances or as to the state of
the loan funds which is properly given
when the Treasurer for the time being ie
making his Financial Statement to this
House. The Government have nothing
to gain, I repeat, by the adoptioen
or rejection of this Bill. In bring-
ing it down, they have been actuated
by only one motive, that being the
desire to do their duty to Western Aus.
tralia. Supplies are absclutely neces-
sary to any form of Government. As to
the Estimates, I feel bound to say to the
House I do not aunticipate that even
had T remained in the office of Treasurer,
it would have been possible to bring
down the Estimates any earlier this
session than they were brought down
last year. A general election has inter.
vened, and 1 do not see that it would
have been possible for me, and I say in
justice to whoever may succeed me I do
not see how it will be possible for him
to bring down the Estimates at the
earliest before October, In future ses-
sions I hope it will be possible to bring
them down at an earlier date. But for
the general election and consequent tur-
moil intervening, certainly the Govern.
ment would have made an endeavour to
bring down the Estimates at an earlier
date. No doubt they should be brought
to the House at the earliest possible date,
but we must recognise that there are
considerable difficulties in the way. It
depends in a great measure on the
Treasurer of the Commonwealth when
the Treasurer of this State is in a position
to make n forecast of the future. I say,
in view of probable circumstances, prob-
able changes of office, that I do not think
it possible for the Hstimates to come
down to this House earlier this session
than last year, when they were intro-
duced early in October. If any one—I
trust no one does—if anyone 1magines
for a moment that the Government bave
any ultetior motive i asking for sup-
plies, I should say, without any hesitation
at all, we have no desire to press the
second reading of this Bill. I beg to
move the second reading.

Mer. C. J. .’.SL[ORANg {West Perth):
We all regret the lateness at which
Estimates are introduced during the ses-
sion, and it has been a matter of regret
for many yeurs. We are unanimously
of opinion that it is almost a farce to con-
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tinue bringing the Estimates of Expendi-
ture down to this Chamber so late as has
been the practice in the past. Members of
the last Parliament agree with me when I
say that the examination of supply last
year was a farce absolutely. In most
cases the money had already been alloted,
and the examination was of the most
cursory character, at the end of the
Parliament. The first duty of the
responsible House, the people’s House, is
to examine finance, ways and means, and
that is the last duty this Parliament has
devoted itself to in the last two or three
years, and it has been most imperfectly
done. I say again that the combina-
tion of circumstances about this Bill is
extraordinary and unparalleled, taking
into cobsideration the political position
and the amount of money combined.
One cannot help hoping it may be
possible, in the future, to avoid this
principle of bringing down the Estimates
at the end of the session. I know that
when the New Zealand Parliament met
thiz year the Treasurer delivered his
Budget Speech hot after the opening of
Parliament. We may seriously consider
what has been proposed in Western
Australin before—I think I myself pro-
posed it once. Is there any insuperable
obstacle against closing our finances in
March ? I have never been able to kmow
that, though I asked the question. Sir
John Forrest himself, at one time, went
into the watter, and I think that the
residuum of his advice and informa-
tion was that he would prefer June. He
still stuck to it, anyhow. I think we
should have the Budget laid before
Parlinment as they do in New Zealand.
When public works came before us, the
wants and requirements of members,
they would then be intelligently discussed,
and we should know our exact position.
I intend to ask the Treasurer now: Has
the last loan placed upon the market
been completely floated? I ask also for
this piece of information, What amoonnt
of loan money is unnsed to the eredit of
Western Australia to-day ? Perhaps he
can tell me that.

Me. H DAGLISH (Subiaco): With
regard to this Bill, I may say I intend to
offer no opposition whatever to it, but I
think the House is fairly entitled to a
reply to the last sentence of the member
for West, Perth. T think that at this
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time, and in view of the present condition
of the money market, it is very important
we should know the exact financial posi-
tion of the loan fund.

Tae Premier: How will it affect the
Supply Bill ?

'Biﬁh- Moran: Apart from the Supply

Mr. DAGLISH : I want personally to
understand if we have the money avail-
able to be appropriated in the manner
proposed by this Bill, and, if not, perhaps
the Treasurer will be good enough to
inform us what are the intentions of the
(Government in regard to obtaining any
immediate increase of loan funds, I
believe there is a certain portion of the
last suthorisation still unfloated, and the
House is, in my opinion, entitled to bave
full information on this subject from the
Minister before the Bill is passed.

THE TREASURER : I should be very
glad indeed to give the information asked
for, if asked for in a proper way
and notice given. But I am afraid I am
somewhat out of order now in endeavour-
ing to speak a second time,

TeE SPEARER: The hon. member has
a right of reply.

Tae TREASURER: The last loan
issued was not fully subscribed. There
remaing, roughly i round numbers,
£160,000 of that yet to be raised. IfI
am asked whether there is an actual
cash

Me. Moran: A brilliant success for
the 4 per cent. loan!

Tes TKEASURER: It has been a
greater success than any loan raised by
any Australian State recently.

Mz, Moran: Not quite so successful
a8 the Perth City Council loan.

Tre TREASURER : Vastly more suc-
cessful than the Perth City Council loan,
and I may say that the credit of Western
Australia stands as high in the money
market as does that of any other State.

Me. MoraN : Which money market ?

Tae TREASURER : Rither the Aus.
tralian or any other money market.

M=r. Moran: Look at the latest
cables in the West Australinn and see
what prices are quoted there.

Tre TREASURER: I shall proceed.
I had better repeat that the eredit of
Western Australia stands equally as good
as, if not better than, that of any other
Australian State in the money market of
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Australia and in the money market of
London to-dey. Asked if the Govern-
ment have any intention of raising any
more loan moneys in the immediate
present, I can only pgive for an answer
an unqualified “ no.” The Grovernment
would not be justified at the present
time in making any effort for additional
loan money. Let me explain, if I may,
why £500,000 is asked for from general
loan funds. Money will have fo be
expended upon loan works. Even if
taken out of revenue it will be debited to
loan; and it is necessary, in order that
the bookkeeping of the Treasury shall be
accounted for, that the money should be
voted both from revenue and loan funds.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Clause 1—Issue and application of
£1,000,000 :

Mr. HASTIE : In view of the state-
ment made just previously that the last
loan was not subscribed for by £163,000,
were applications still being made for the
balance ?

Tag TREASURER: The issue was still
open and still being subscribed for, daily.

Mr. HASTIE : The GGovernment
would still give opgort.unities for sub-
scription towards it:f

Tak TREASURER: Yes.

Clause putand passed.

Clause 2, Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted; read a third time
and transmitted to the Legislative
Council.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
THIRD DAY OF DEBATE.

Resumed from the previous day.

Dr. ELLIS (Coolgardie}: I under-
stand that this morning there was, in
one of the papers over which a Minister
is supposed to preside, a comnient upon
the adjournment of the debate last night.
It was not the fanlt of the Labour party
that the adjournment took place, nor was
it the fault of the Opposition. We were
quite prepared to go on with the debate;
but I was given to anderstand that the
ordinary custom, certzinly in the earlier
portion of the debate, is that a member
from each side should speak alternately ;
consequently when the member for
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Haouoans (Mr. Nelson) sat down it was
naturally expected a member from the
Government side would get. up to continue
the debate.

Tae PrEMier: How can the hon.
member make that out? With only 18
men we cannot go one and one all round.

Dr. ELLIS: We did not intend to
carry it out all round; we only intended to
commence in that fashion. In continuing
the debate on the Address-in-reply I
should like to deal, wbich I had not
originally intended to do, with one or two
observations the Premier has made. The
first thing was that be had a great objec-
tion to the pledge.

M=z. TavrLor: The temperance pledge ?

De. ELLIS: I do no knmow whether it
wag n femperance pledge; but I am
talking of the pledge that binds us and
compels us more or less to act unupim-
ously.

Tree PreMier: That is an intemperate
pledge.

Dr. ELLIS: It is intemperate for the
Premier, because it will have the effect
of moving him from his place. 1 should
like to call the attention of the House to
the fact that thereis in office in South
Africa at the present time a Ministry led
by Dr. Jamieson, and that there a pledge
has been accopted. The Progressive
party in South Africa, supposed to be
connected with capital, bhave found it
necessary for legislation in that Colony
to adopt a pledge. Every man support-
ing Dr. Jamieson is pledged to abide by
the decision of the majority or go back to
his constitutents. If that is generally
adopted throughout Australia and 1s
done in South Africa, there seems to be
gome proper reason for making members
adhere to a pledge.

Tee Minister vor Lawps: The hon.
member did not say that last sesgion.

Dr. ELLIS : I was not here.

Tee MiniaTer rFor Lanps: But the
hon. member’s party was. The member
for Mt. Margaret was bere, for example.

Dr. ELLIS: I was not here last
session, and I take mone of the sins of
lagt session on my shoulders. The
Premier took great credit to himself for
the increase of popalation in this State,
and said it was owing to the large wmount
of good legislation that was passed that
population was increasing. But a much
more serious question has cropped up.
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I refer to the unemployed. I fail my-
self to see what advantage there is to a
Btate if the population increases and the
unemployed increase more; and I think
that is one of the great points upon which
we are at difference with the party on
the Government side.

TrE MinisTER FOR Lawps: The hon.
member ought to prove that statement
that the unemployed are increasing.

Mr. Dagrisa: Everyone knows of if,

Dr. ELLIS: I shall deal with a few
of the facts later.

Tre SPEARER: Order! I desireto give
new members in this House the greatest
possible hearing, and desire that my wishes
ghall be met in that respect. [Several
MemBERS: Hear, hear.]

Dr. ELLIS: I quite agree that possibly
in Perth things are shining beautifully;
but they are not so on the goldfields.
The number of miners employed on the
goldfields diminished last year. Ishould
like to kunow if that is a sign of prosperity.
I can give the number of miners employed
during the years 1902-3. There were
14,000 in 1902 and 13,850 in 1503. Is
that an improvement in the State? The
whole of the Eastern Goldfields depend
upon winers, and if winers are diminigh.
ing, should we say the State is progressing
satisfactorily ? I think not. I hear that
even in glorious Perth, as we eall it on
the goldfields, there is a question of a
reduction in wages in the building trade.
That does not look as if things were too
prospercus—as if things were too good.

Tre Miniister vor MiInEes: Is that
reduction of miners for the State, or for
the Eastern Goldfields ?

Dr. ELLIS: It is for tbe Eastern
@Goldfields. I have not worked out the
figares for other parts of the gold-
fields. On the fields, and I am talking
now of the term applied to the fields
which I am connected with, the Eaatern
Goldfields, we know perfectly well that
times are harder than they were. Ws
have frequently to do without luxuries we
used to have, and from our point of view
the State bas not been progressing. The
Premier usked “ What had he dove that
he should be turned out of office? Why
had the Labour party such a ‘down’ on
him?"” When s man looks to & party to
support him and keep him in office for
two years, and then at the first moment
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turns round and spurns that party, he does
not deserve much suppert from it.

TeEe Premige : That statement is false.

Dr. ELLIS: If the Premier thinks
that the statement is incorrect, all I can
simply state is that the Press have most
flagrantly misreported him. I was not
at Bunbury when he made that speech,
but I never heard auybody contradict the
statement that it was wade by the
Premier. If the Premier did noi say
what he was reported to have said I am
glad to know it.

TaE Peemige: I said that the Labour
party had not kept me in power.

Me. Dacrise : We put you in power,
at any rate.

Dr. ELLIS: It was generally under.
stood through the fields that the Labour
party kept the hon. member in power last
session. I can only give the idea that is
generally held over the fields from ome
and to another. If the Premier can prove
that the Government and the Labour
patty had not been working together last
gession, I can understand his attitude;
but if they worked together last session,
was the Premier justified in turning round
and telling the country not to have any-
thing to say for the Labour party ? If the
Labour party kept him in office, was it
fair to turn round on them ?

Tee Premier: They did not keep me
in office.

Dz. ELLIS : They could not keep the
Premier in office. They did their best to
do so; but the country would have
nothing to do with him. The Premier
says we have made no charges againat
him ; but to my mind what I have pointed
out is a very grave and serious charge.
I wish to go into the question whether
this magnificent material, moral, and social
prosperity which the Premier has stated
18 true; have the laws which he has
passed and the measures which he has
propounded acted so well that the State
18 progressing favourably towards plenty ?
I think, when we consider the gquestion
carefully, it will be found that it is not
80o. The Premier says there is nothing
against him or his administration. I
hope to deal with one section of his
administration to-day—the greatest, the
railways—that section of administration
over which the Minister for Railways is
supposed to preside. I intend to deal
rather fully with that, but before starting
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I wish to make a fow observations on the
geuera! prosperity of the State. I main-
tain that the administration up to date
has not been satisfactory. It has been
costly, it har been injurtous, and it has
been provineial ; and if the Premier does
not think that a sufficiently strong state-
meut to put him out of office, I am sorry
for him, because I think it is strong
enough for anyone else. ILet us start
and deal with this brilliant State. We
were told we had a surplus; at any rate,
we were led to believe that. Members
will notice the careful wording of the
Speech. We were lod to suppose that we
had a surplus,

Mr. Moran: Thal was last month;
this month things are different.

Dr. ELLIS: I have the figures. The
expenditure for 1904 was .£3,698318,
and the revenue was £3,550,000, or a
deficiency of £148,000. Do members
consider that is going the right way in
legislation ? It is noanswer tosay, “ We
are taking the surplus of the previous
year and thus making a surplus for this
year.” What business company would
do such a thing as that? The country
has a deficiency of £148,000.

Tae Treasvrer: You forget the
Estimate.

De. ELLIS: T am taking the revenue
and the expenditure for the year. Have
we gone to the geod or the bad on the
year's transactions? I am not consider-
ing whether or not it is advisable that
the consolidated revenue should be dealt
with as a whole.

Tre PreEMIER: The estimated expendi-
tlllre bused on the revenue, plus the sur-

us.

De. ELLIS: I say you spent mors

than you got. That is the straight way
to put it.

Tae PreMIER: Parliament said we
should.

Dr. ELLIS: Parliament said you
could, or you would not heve been able
to do 80; but you are not going the right
way to do it. It is true the revenue was
£200,000 more than in 1902, and the
expenditure was £150,000 more than last
year; but the expenditure was £500,000
more than that for 1902. That is a
tremendous increase in expenditure,

Mr. Buraes: But that was to help
the unemployed.
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De. ELLIS: I will show how the nn-
employed were helped in the matter
shortly. Imaintain that when a country’s
expenditure is increasing and the revenue
is decreasing, we cannot say that that
couniry is going in the right direction.
Anyons who studies the finances will see
that the position of Western Australia is
not 80 good to-day as it was two years
ago. We cannot raise money so easily,
yet we have been spending money more
freely. I should like to take oneof the
little signs of the times, which I suppose
possibly more than anything else, to those
who study the finances, shows how the
wind blows. Let us take the average
account in the Savings Bank. That is a
very fair straw to show which way the
wind blows, and to show what is the
position. In the year 1902 the average
account in the Savings Bunk was £41
17s. In July, 1903, it had fallen to
£41 Bs.

Mg. Bugoes: Itisin the land; con-
fidence in the country,

Dr. ELLIS: In December, 1903, it
had fallen to £39 5s. I suppose it is
gtill in the land.

Mg. Grorpox: The Labour party was
growing then.

De. ELLIS: In June, 1904, it had
fallen to £36 6s., or a net fall for the
year of £5 on the average amount of
money in the Savings Bank.

Tue Treasurer : Had not the number
of depositors increased ?

Dr. ELLIS: Tt bad increased, but not
in proportion to the population. If the
hon. member conld show that the number
had increased in proportion to the popu-
lation the argument would be good. It
means we are losing on the average
deposits in the bank 8s. per month.

Mr. Burees: And pufting it into
the country.

Dr. ELLIS: You may be putting it
into the country, hut there is very littls to
show for it. I cannot see how you can
be putting it into the country when the
average i falling. If there was a fall in
the large amounts I could understand it;
but anyone who understands finance
cannot say that would make a fall in the
average. It would be a fall in the total,
hut the average has gone down, and that
is the serious part. The average has
been steadily falling for 18 months;
month by month it has been going lower,
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until this month it bas reached the lowest
point yet reached.

TeE TrEssursr: Reached in any one
year ?

Dr. ELLIS: No, I do not say in any
one year. I gaid last month. That is
very clever on your part, but it *woen’t
wash.”

Tt TREASURER : What was it in 1898 P

Dr. BLLIS: I have not the figures
with me now. The present Grovernment
were not in office in 1898. They took
office in 1902, and ever since they took
office the Bavings Bank deposits have
been falling steadily, until the lowest
point bas been reached in their term of
office. I know that 1898 was a special
year; 1896 was the boom year. I am
speaking of the time since the State has
been increasing in population, since this
magnificent prosperity, since we have had
this social, moral, and material prosperity,
the Savings Bank deposits have been
falling, to keep the country going, I sup-
pose. Let us turn to the gold. It is
said we are in a beautiful position, that
the exports of gold have increased by
two millions; but of those iwo millions
one million has been dividends, and
we as a State derive no benefit from
dividends excepting from the dividend
tax. That is not a sign of the increasing
material prosperity of the State. Of the
gold increase, principally it has been in
dividends ; but I te]l members that mining
hus fallen off. The number of miners
employed to-day is less, which is a
serious position. Let us go into the
question of the money which has been
spent so carefully from the Savings
Bank, One npaturally supposed there
would Dbe an increase in our exports, but
what do we find? The total exports
have fallen from 1901 to 1903—the
total exports excepting gold—by £60,000,
which is a nice sign for this progressive
country ! Our Savings Bank accounts are
being invested in the land, one hon.
member says : that is the advantage we
are getting, It is not that, but because
everyone has to draw savings to keep
things poing; that is why the deposits in
the Savings Bank are coming down
The country is not going to the good but
to the bad. It is more diflicult to get
loans, it 18 mwore difficult fo raise revenue,
people are worse off right through the
goldfields ; the country instead of having
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thut magnificent prosperity is gradually
sinking.

Tuae Treasurer: Is Western Aus-
tralia singular in that ?

Dr. ELLIS: T should like to make a
point in answer to that question. I will
read to members one passage from the
King's Speech on this maiter The
Speech says :—

In no similar period of three years haa any
portion of the Commonwealth experienced
such striking and permanent advance in its
material prosperity and in the social and
domestic well-being of its people.

TrE TrEssuger : In respect to recent
loang, T asked.

Dr. ELLYIS: When I get on to the
loan question I will give the hon, member
just ag much as he wants.

Tee TREASURER: There is great diffi-
culty in raising loans.

Dr. ELLIS: I will explain the reason
why. The number of miners on the
Kalgoorlie field has fallen from 6,300 to
6,100. Tam told that the A.M.A., one of
the largest mining unions on the fields,
hag an enormous proportion of unem-
ployed.

THE MinisrEr ForR MINES:
figures are you quoting ?

Dr. ELLIS: I am quoting from the
figures from 1901 to 1903. The figures
are supplied to me by the Department of
Mines, so that T assume they are correct.
The value of the ton has fallen, the value
of the gold output bas fallen. T think
the Mines Department has now got the
gold ounce down to £3 11s., the lowest
point it has yet reached. I should like
to deal carefully with the railways. That
is a question which some members may
know I have given more than ordinary
attention to. I have with me complete
railway reports from the year 1892 to the
pl'esent. time, a period of 12 years, and the
figures that I shall give will be a complete
analysis of this period. We shall see how
the administration of the Government
pans out when I come to deal with the
railway figures. The railways, members
will understand, are naturally very im-
portant to the House, for ont of a total of
15 millions of loan inoney, the railways
have absorbed eight million pounds, and
out of a revenue of 3} millions the rail-
ways give us a revenue of 13 millions,

What

which is pretty good. Tt is about three !

[ASSEMBLY.)

|

Third day.

in Australia. The total ezpenditure of
the State, per head, is £16 17s., bat the
railway expenditure is £7 8s. The Com-
monwealth expenditure, throughout Aus-
tralia, is only £7 7s. per head; so that
mewmbers will see our railway expenditure
is equal to the total expenditure of all the
States of Australia, and thus the railway
figures are of paramount importance to
the country.

Mr. Morar: What a
country we must have been !

Dr. ELLIS: We have been progres-
ging with loan meoney more than any
other country on God’'s earth. The
average railway expenditure of the
other States is £2 18s. Spendthrift
New South Wales only spends £8 a
year to our £16, and the railways of
the other States only cost £2 18s. per
head. Members will understand there-
fore that the railways are a very im-
portaut department to the State. There.
fore I may be excused if I weary members
slightly in placing the railway figures
before the House. I wish to deal with
the railway figures under three heads,
aud I wish to use strong terms. The
three heads are: the greed of the Railway
Department, the folly of the Railway
Department, and thirdly the misrepre-
sentation of the Railway Department.
Tn dealing with these three heads I shall
take them in order. To deal with the
first, the greed of the Railway Depart-
ment, T should like to put it in a very
simple way. The Eastern Railway prac-
tically carries two millions of money,
the Eaatern Coldfields Railway 1§ mil-
lions, and the other railways 2%
millions; very wearly equal guantities.
In addition to that we must make allow-
ance for two million pounds’ worth of
rolling-stock; so we can practically
divide the eight millions, for the sake of
conveunience, into four amounts of two
millions each. Now the profit on the
whole of the railways last year was
roughly £30,000. Firstly I deal with
the Northam section. When I talk of
the Northam section, I mean the
trunk line from Fremantle to Northam.
When I talk of the Eastern Goldifields
section, T mean the line from Northam
onward to the goldfields. When I talk
of the other railways, I mean the South-
Western, the Great Southern, and the

progressive

times as large as that of any other State | Northern. T divide them thus because



Address-in-reply :

they are so divided in the railway reports.
The division is not mine, but that of
those who are responsible for the figures.
Last year the Northam section made a
profit of £80,000, the Eastern Goldfields
line a profit of £68,000, and the other
railways, with their two and a-quarter
millions, made a loss of £97,000. There
wag not a profit on any one of the three.

Mgz. Burags: Give us the figures for
each.

Dr. ELLIS: I will give you them
presently. TFor what year do you want
them ?

Mz. Buregs: Any year you like.

Dz. ELLIS: In 1902-3 the Northam
railway profit was £60,000, and the Gold-
fields railway profit £67,000—a total
for the Eastern Goldfields railway of
£127.000. The loss on the South-
Western line was £34,000, on the
(Great Southern £37,000, on the Northern
£25,000-—a total loss of £96,000. T
think this will satisfy the hon. member
that I know what I am talking about.
The total profit on the State railways
was about £30,000. I am now talking
on a subject which I know aceurately.
I have here every railway figure tabulated.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS : Pardon
e ; you are talking of 1903.

De. ELLIS: Of the year ending 30th
June, 1908. T have the official report in
my hand. Presenily 1 shall deal with it
more in detail. Or if you allow, as is
perfectly fair, half the profit on the
Northamn line to go to the goldfields,
because that line carries all the traffic
which reaches the goldfields, we find
roughly the Eastern goldfields line made
a profit of £100,000, that is with a
capital expenditure on the line of 1%
millions; whereas the three other lines,
with a capital expenditure of 2} millions,
have made a loss of, roughly, £100,000.
So one can easily see that on the face of
it things are not quite equitable. If
members would like to have the question
put in another way, so that they may
clearly understand 1it, I would point out
that the Northam line, after paying
working expeuses, depreciation, and
interest, made a nett profit of £100,000,
and that its earnings were contributed by
55,000 people, which forms the greatest
railway tax jn the world. Thut is why I
wish members to understand these figures.
These 55,000 people paid a net profit of
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over £100,000 in addition to the interest
on rolling-stock, the expenses of working
the line, and the interest on capital.
Now let us lock at the earnings per head,
This is another way in which people con-
versant with railway figures paturally
look at the question. In Western Aus-
tralia for the year 1895-6—that is, just
before the great developments—the rail-
way revenue per head was £4 6s. 6d.; in
1901, £7 4s. 3d.; in 1902, £7 1s. 2d.
Now the next highest State in the gronp
1s South Australia, wherein I believe the
railway revemue never exceeded £3 dg.
during those years, and where it has
fallen as low as £2 16s.

Me. Morav: Some of the Eastern
States bad very high railway returns in
the early days.

Dz. ELLIS: That i quite possible;
but I wish to point out that we are now
paying per head practically three times
as much as any other State in the Com-
monwealth; and the situation is infinitely
worse when we conle to consider the re-
lative proportion of the goldfields pay-
ments to the payments of the people
served by the other lines. TDivide the
amounts by the population, and what do
we find ? 'That the goldfields population
are paying the exorbitant amount of
£18 per bead, whereas the rest of the
State is paying for the use of money
£3 8s. per head. These figures are
accurate; they may be wrong by a few
shillings; but members can check them
for themselves. The goldficlds population
of which T am speaking consists of only
55,000 people.

M=. Moran: You admit that the
element of distance must be taken into
account.

Dz. ELLIS: I bave not the slightest
objection to our paying a reasonable
amount; but I do object to our being
charged at least £100,000 more than we
should pay, when the rest of the State is
not so charged. I mean £100,000 over
and above interest and expenses. Can
we not now understand why the miners
are fulling off in numbers? And why
are not ali members conservant with these
figures ! Because the Commissioner of
Railways is good enough in his report to
gtate that it is impossible to compare our
railways with those of any other State, as
without a knpowledge of the local condi-
tions this could not do otherwise than
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mislead. As far as 1 can make out, the
present publications mislead witha know-
ledge of the local conditions. Where is
the equity in asking that the goldfields
should pay 10 per cent. for loan money,
while the people in the other parts of the
State pay only 1 per cent. for loan money ?
Do we call that equity or justice? Can
we cxpect the goldfields to go ahead while
such an exorbitant demand is made on
them for loan money advanced? Why,
it is absolutely impossible that they
should prosper. And we have to pay not
only for our own loan moneys but for
those of the rest of the State also; and
to show to what extent this is so,
let us remember the loud song made
as to the Coolgardie Water Scheme not
paying depreciation. What is the fact?
That the water scheme has saved to the
Railway Department, from what I can
muke out, at least £30,000 a year.

Mr. Burags: That is all charged to
the railways.

Dr. ELLIS: That £30,000 a year gives
the goldfields no advantage whatever. If
it were debited to the goldfields railway
and also set against some of our interest
or some of our heavy charges, then there
would be some sense in the procedure.
But it is not.

Mz. Boraes: You had better separate.

Dr. ELLIS: We do not wish toseparate.
We are quite satisfied that we and the
rest of Western Australia will be better
as one community; but we do expect
from our brethren on the coast some
justice, something like reasonable equity,

and not the imposition of 10 per cent..

interest in one place and 1 per cent. in
another. Let us look now at the rolling-
stock. Do members know that half the
rolling-stock is practically debited to the
Eastern Goldfields line, though some of
it bad dissppeared before the Hastern
Goldfields line was thought of ? Do they
kuow that the capital cost of the railways
is piling up year by year, while nothing is
being done to keep it within anything like
an equitable limit ? Tt 13 true that this
cost is much below the cost in any other
State of Australia; but every year it is
increasing, I believe by improper expendi-
ture and the improper management of
the railways; and all this Lears heavily
against us on fthe goldfields, because we
are being debited with half the total
rolling-stock on the line from Northam
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onward. We have to pay half the interest
and half the depreciation on that rolling-
stock ; and can the goldfields be expected
to go ahead with such 2 heavy fax upon
them? T do not wish to worry the
House with railway details; but I must
give a few figures to show the position
in which the railways stand. Take
the locomotive power. We know that is
always worked out at so many pence per
train mile, In 1903 it was 33d., in 1901
29d., in 1800 23d., and in 1896—the last
year in Mr. O’Conmnor’s administration as
Commissioner—it was 16d. The cost of
train haulage bhas doubled. Does not
that suggest that possibly our methods
of administration arve not perfect; that
possibly there might be some improve-
ment made in the Railway Department,
when the cost of haulage has absolutely
doubled in less than 10 years ? What is
the coat in Queensland? 17d.; in Vie-
toria 18d., i South Australia 20d., in
Western Australia 33d. Take again the
total expenses per train mile. These ave,
in Queensland 41d., in Victoria 47d., in
South Australia 41d., in Western Aus-
tralia 65d.—oge third more. Do members
consider that econowical and capable
administration ¥

Me. Moraw: Do you expect our lines
to be run as cheaply as the Eastern
States railways ?

Dr. ELLIS: 1 see no reason why they
should not be run as cheaply. When weo
come to that question of cheapness I will
give you some startling figures as to
which are expensive lines and which are
cheap.

Tae MiristEr For Rarnwavs: Give
us the figures ahout the wages, for
instance.

Dr. ELLIS: I will give you them.
We notice that the cost of our locomotive
haulage worked out at 33d., as compared
with the cost for the other States, the
highest of which is 20d. —a difference of
13d. We notice that in expenses per
train mile the difference was between
practically 41d. and 65d.—that is 24d.
What is the difference in wages? In
Western Australia wages are 17d. against
an average in the other States of 11d.—a
difference of only 6d.; yet the total
expenditure works out at 2s.  Seventeen
pence per mile is no very great sum to
pay for our wages. I feel convinced that
this State has no objection to paying that
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and to paying more, provided the rail-
ways are in other respectz economically
adwministered ; but we do object to the
fact of the wages bill showing an excess
of 6d. per mile over the average for the
other States being made an excuse for a
total expenditure of 24d.

Tue MinisTer ForR Rainwavs: Is
there nothing else higher ?

Dr. ELLIS: T will come to two or three
things wbich are nicely wunaged; and
you will understand presently, Mr.
Minister, why they are higher.

Tae MinisTEr For Ramways: 1
understood there was no item higher,
except wages.

Dr,.ELLIS: No; there are many more.
I have now a few things to say about
another little matter, which I know the
House will take in the good part in
which they are meant, end that is the
question of Collie coal; oue of the very
serious reasons why our railways are so
expensive, I wish the House to under-
stand that I have no objection to sub-
sidising tbe Collie coalfield to anything
like a reasonable figure, and I have still
less objection to the State taking over
the Coillie coalfield and working it
because the State is the largest user.
What I do object to is the present con-
dition in which Collie coal is used.

Me. A. E. TeomMas: What is the use
of working a useless article ?

Dr. ELLIS: I do not say it is useless.

Mg, Tuomas: You call it useless, and
yet you propose to work it for the State,

Dr. ELLIS: If the hon. member will
wait a little he will understand that a
thing may be useless for a State as a
whole and not useless for a part of that
State, that it may be highly economical
to use Collie coal in one part of the State
but not economical to use it in another
part of the same State. The Collie coal-
field practically employs 400 men or a
little under, and the figures I am about to
guote are given on the authority of one of
the highest officers of the Railway
Departwent, showing that Collie coal in
1903 cost the cuuntry, over and above
the price paid for it, £75,000. T am
sure the House was not acquainted with
thut fuct before.

M=. Moran: We had that last scssion.

Dr. ELLIS: I want to be fair, and I
do not want to suy that we on the gold-
fields are not willing to pay that £75,000.
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What I do say is that if we pay it, let us
pay it in black and white; not pay it
50 that you have to work and work till
you find out how much it really is. What
I say is that Collie coal cost this State
£75,000in 1903 over and above the price
paid; and I say the actual cost is con-
cealed, hidden up, so that anyone looking
at the departmental figures will find they
are published in such a way that we
cunnot see straight out what the actual
cost is. [Interjections by Me. Frawk
Wizson.] T thought I would be asked
the question, so I took the trouble to get
ready for it. If the wember for Sussex,
who I understand has some little interest
in Collie coal, will look at the Railway
Report for 1901, he will find ut page 41
some information is given about Collie
coal and how the cost is arrived at.
1 said I was speaking on the authority of
one of the highest officiuls in the Railway
Depurtment, Mr. J. T. Short, and on page
41 of his report for 1901 he shows the
cost of Collie coal to the State. The
report shows that Collie coal was bought
cheaper by a total of £8,597; but that
coal cost the State o total sum of £47,420
in that year ; consequently, the State was
£29,000 to the bad on that purchase.
This result was arrived at in the follow-
ing way. The price of Collie conl is
taken as the cost at the pit-mouth in -
Collie, and the price of Newcastle coal is
taken as the cost landed at Fremantle; so
members will see that if we worked on the
basis of a private concern, we must add to
the purchase price the cost of carriage
frem Collie to Fremantle, in order to put
the two kinda of coal on equality at that
point. Mr. Short has given us what is
the amount used, and how much it cost
to the State; and he tells us it cost
£24,250 to havl Collie coal from the pit-
mouth to Fremantle.

Tue MivmsterR For Rarnwavs: Are
you speaking of coal carried to the
goldfields ?

Dgr. ELLIS: I am talking of coal as
it arrives at Fremautle, one kind from
Collie and the other kind from Newcastle,
and I am dealing with the cost of haulage
from Collic to Fremantle. Mr. Short has
carefully shown that as the efficiency of
Collie conl is one-third less than that of
Newcastle, and as you have to haul the
coal vver great distances, yon must haul
three tons of Collie coal for one ton of



20 Address-in-reply :

Newecastle conl. That again increases the
cost. Mr. Short shows that in the year
1901 coal required for the railways was
hauled from Collie, 100 miles at a cost
of 10s. 10d. per ton. the total cost being
£23,170. T am mnot a railway expert,
but T am giving the figures of the man
in charge of that department, and I
presume he kvew what he was putting
m his report. I huve tauken the trouble
to go into what it has cost the State for
Collie coal since the coalfield was started,
and T find that the Collie coalfield
employs an average of 880 men, that the
Government bought 330,000 tons of
Collie coal, out of a total of 510,000 tons
sold by the Collie companies; conse-
quently if you work it out the Govern-
ment are practically employing 250
miners. What has it cost the Govern.
wment to employ them? And could we
expend that money on them in another
way, or to the greater advantage of the
State? I find that Collie coal cost the
State in the year 1900 & total of £26,256,
in 1901 the cost was £38,823, in 1902
the cost was £65,114, in 1903 the cost
was £75,484, and in 1904—here I am
only able to estimate the amount for the
current year--on the basis of the prices
given at the end of the report, the cost
will be £71,000. In other words, Collie
coal has cost the State over and above
the price of the article, in absolutely hard
cash, £277,476 since the conlfield started
operations.

Mr. Avowin: What has the State
saved on the cost of Newcastle coal? It
must have saved 10s. or 12s. per ton as
compared with the price of Newcastle
coal previously.

Dr. ELLIS: As to the idea of saving
money by using Collie coal instead of
Newcastle coal, I have here a complete
statement of everything concerning
Collie coal. You want to know what the
State saves by buying the mixture, as
compared with what we would have had to
pay for Newcastle coal. I take that to
be the fair question put by the hon.
member. In the year 1900, and assum-
ing we had bought Newcastle coal at the
standard price, the saving to the State
would have been £4,000; in 1901 the
mixture would have saved £8,000; in
1902 the mixture actually cost £10,000
more than Newcastle coal would have
cost; i 1908 the mixture cost £20,000
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more than we should have had to pay
for Newcastle coal; and in 1904, on the
bagis T have already wmentioned, the
shandygaff will have cost £16,000 wore
than Newcastle coal.

Mz. Anewin: But the price of New.
castle would have been raised considerably.

De. ELLIS: T suppose that is why
Mr. Commissioner George has now hefore
him a little contract in which the Collie
tenderers are raising the price of coal to
be supplied to the Government. The
present price asked for Collie coal, I
understand, is 12s. 9d. per ton, if it is of
any steaming value at all; consequently,
the price will rapidly go up again. I
do not say you should not support or use
Collie coal; but I desire that the actual
sum the State has to pay should be voted
in thie House, and the actual cost of the
coal should not be hidden in the railway
aceounts as it is now. That is what I
want to say abount Collie coal, and that is
one great reason why the locomotive
expenses have risen from 21d. per train
mile before Collie coal was used to 33d.
per train mile since Collie coal was used.
The money has been apportioned in the
following way: the goldfields line
£140,000, Northam, £70,000. .

M=r. Awoewin: What would the gold-
fields have had to pay for coal if Collie
had not been openeg up ¢

Dgr. ELLIS: I cannot tell that. I
treat the figures as they stand in the
Railway Report, Newcastle conl at 28s.
and Collie coul at 13s. a ton in 1902—and
yet there was a loss on the purchase of
something like £10,000 for that year as
compared with the price of Newcastle
coal. I particularly want to make it
clear that the published accounts do nat
enable us to understand low we are
working. T want to explain farther how
Collie coal works out, that is taking the
mixture ag used right up to Leonora.
Supposing Collie coal starts at Collie
at 10s. 6d. a ton, and Newcastle coal
starts at Fremantle at 18s. a ton,
what would be the working value of
the coal when it got to Niagara?
That is a fair question. Itis a straight-
forward question. 'What would Collie
coal and Newcastle coal stand to the
department at Niagara, Dboth being
hauled there in trucks for use?  Collie
coal would cost 72s. per ton and New-
castle coal 48s. a ton. It would take a



Address-in-veply :

lot of rise in the price of Newcastle coal
to get from 48s. to 72s. per ton. [Mem-
BER: The figures must be wrong.] The
figures may be wrong, but T am working
them out on Mr, Short’s statement. Mr.
Short explains, on page 14, that the
avernge cost iz 10s. 10d. for carrying
coal for 100 miles. If we work out the
distance to Niagara, and allow two tons
of Newcastle coal to three tong of Collie
coal, which T am given to understand is
about the relative value, for I am told
that that is how the Admiralty work it
out, the result is 72s. at Niagaw for
Collie coal, and 42s. for Newcastle coal.
How can we expect a line to pay with
that advance? The House has been
unacquainted with these figures. The
Ministry have been concealing these
figures; they have heen allowing the
country to foster an industry at any cost.
I am in favour of fostering an industry
if it cun be done at a reasonable rate, but
not at any cost.  If the country wishes
to give £75,000 a year to Collie, let them
give it, but do not conceal the fact. Do
not take £35,000 from the goldfields in
extra railway freights because the line
will not pay, and then come and say,
*“We have to make the line pay, there-
fore we have to debit the goldfields
line with this £35,000.” It would pay
the Government to put the Collie coal
miners into something else and save
the money, for I understand £4 per
head is what the country is paying
at the present time. I have dealt I
think pretty fully with this matter. I
hope 1 have not fatigued the House.
That is what I call the folly of the rail-
way sdministration. Before I leave Collie
coal, & question put by » member (Mr.
Thomas) comes in properly ab this stage.
He says that Collie coal is a useless
article. Taken as & whole it would pay
the State to burn every ton of Collie coal
at the pit’s mouthand thus save £35,000
on the five years. [MEemMBER: Nonsense.]
It is an absolute fact, and I will give hon.
members the reason. Collie coal has cost
the State £277,000; the Government
bave paid for the coal £243,000; couse-
quently if we tuke the Collie coal and
burn 1t at the pit's mouth the State
will save £35,000.

Mr. Tuomas: Have you mude any
allowance for water to keep the coal from
buraing ?
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Dgr, ELLIS: The member for Dundas
wishes to pile up the agony, but the
agony is quite bad enough without it. It
would be better to take the miners and em-
ploy them at clearing ground or any other
work for the next five years than to pay,
as is being done, for Collie coal. It will
pay to use Collie coal on the South-
Western Railway, and if the Collie-
Narrogin Railway is Luilt it will pay to
use Collie coal on that line, and if the
Collie-Narrogin Railway is run as far as
the Great Southern Railway it will pay
{o use Collie coal on the Great Southern
line; but once Collie coal passes Fre-
mantle it does not pay to use this coal.

M=z. Tavior: What period do your
figures cover ¥

Dr. ELLIS: From the year 1900 to
the 30th June, 1904. T have a com-
plete statement worked out, and to show
that there should be nothing wrong about
it T did not trust myself, but I gave the
figures to one of the best actuaries in my
purticular town, that is Coolgardie, and
he worked them out. Coolgardie is to
me my native towu because I have been
associated with it from its early days, and
T hope to be associated with it unti] I die.
I wish that some members of the House
had before them the milway report for
1903, because I amn going to desl with »,
matéer that is more serious than what is
in the two foregoing reports. Members
cannot really understand this report
unless they have the railway figures
before them. I did my best to have
the figures placed Dbefore the House ;
1 do not know if they have come down
yet. If not, members will have to take
mwy word for them and verify the state-
ments afterwards. The third heading
on which I wish to deal is that of mis-
representation. 1T claim that the railway
figures have been misrepresented. That iz
a very serions charge to make as regards
any public figures whatsoever, and I make
that charge with every fecling of the
great gravity of it. If any member
happens to have the documents before
biwr, if he will look at page 38 of the
report for 1903--I hope the Minister for
Railways will take notice of this, because
I expect the Minister to aunihilate me, for
I know he knows more about the railways
than T do——

Teg Minrster rok Rarnways: That
should beeasy.
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Ds. ELLIS: I know it should be
eagy, and I hope the Minister will explain
one or two other matters which I intend
to deal with shortly. I take table B,
which is the general revenue account,
and which purports to give the debtor
and creditor account of the Railway
Department. When I say to the House
that every figure except the totals on one
side of the page bas been manufactured,
I am wmaking a serious statement.
Every figure on one half of the page
has been manuvfactured, and I can
understand that members will want
some proof of that statement. If we
turn to page 43 we find a statement of
the expenditure for the year. 1t says
right across the page * Expenditure for

the year” These figures are likewise
manufactured. [MEwmBER: Where, in
Germany ?] No; in Western Aus-

tralia; they are not allowed to manu-
facture these things in Germany. They
have such advanced technical education
and scientific education there that they
would not be allowed to manufacture
figures which pass muster in Western
Australia, but which would not be allowed
to pass muster in Germany., I do not
wish to deal with the report for 1908,
and I will explain why after T have dealt
with the report for 1902. I will tell
members in & minute why I am not
dealing with the report for 1903. There
was a beautiful little trap laid for me in
the 1903 report, but I did not fall in.
Naturally mmembers would not understand
the 1903 report; they would not see the
little trap laid for me in 1903. [Mgewm-
BER: Perbaps they do not understand it
now.] Quite probably. I know several
old members of this House do not under-
stand it, for I happened to be travelling
in the train with five members of the
House, and some dispute arcse about
railway matters, and I produced a copy
of the railway returns for the year.
Three of the members asked me what it
was, as they said they had never seen it.
They were coastul members, T admit, and
they were not asleep. Oune member ad-
mitted that he had seen it, but had never
looked inside the cover, and amother
member had seen it, but did not under-
stand the figures. In this document we
have table No. 3, which I say has all
been made up. To prove that the figures
have been made up I will take one item,
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and that item is called * Maintenance of
‘Ways and Works and Buildings.” That
purports to be the cost of each individual
line under each particular head. How
can members understand when I tel] them
that these figures were published in the
same report as the imagmary figures. I
will show members the actual ones in the
Railway Report, and then they will be
able to judge if I am right in my state-
wment.

Tre Minister ror Rarnwavs:
fell in all right.

De. ELLIB: I am glad to hearit. I
may have fallen in. 1 know nothing
about the figures, and if the Minister for
Railways will be good enough to take me
out of it I shall be much obliged. To
find out if the report was dealing with the
same figures or not, one has to look at
the total. The figures have been pub-
lished in the one report and the other,
and I say the figures are the same figures.
I prove that they are the same because
they have the same total. The total for
maintenance in 1902, published by the
gentleman in charge of the maintenance,
Mr. Dartnall, is £215,820 48, 5d. 1 like
to be accurate in the pence in this
account, Now let us see if I tumnbled in.
I thought that was a little thing raised
for me, and that is why I did not use the
1903 report. The total in the other
schedunle amounts to £215,230 4s. 5d.
Ordinarily I would think these were
the same figures. The one total goes
back every year in the same way, and
one thinks they ave the same figures.
They are not the same figures. It ap-
pears that for the first time during
seven years they have been altered, and
that is why I &id not use the 1903
figures, because there is £8,000 differente
in that case, and I would have tumbled
in if I had used them. Let us look at
the difference. Taking the Eastern
Railway, table 3, which gives the estimated
not the actual cost, says the cost of main-
tenance was £58,000, whereas the man
in charge of maintenance, the man in
charge of the actual cost, says it was
£60,000; for the South-Western lins,
table 3 says that the cost of maintenance
was £29,000, the man in chargs says it
was £32,000; for the Great Southern,
table 8 says it was £3,000, the mon in
charge saye it was £18,000, which is just
double; for the Northern line, table 3

You
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says the cost was £13,000, the man in
charge says £28,000. Now we come to
the only exception, where the maun in
charge puts the actual maintenance at a
greater figure than the estimated cost
for the Eastern Goldfields Railway:
table 3 puts the cost of maintenance at
£104,000, whereas Mr. Dartnall, in charge
of the line, puts it down at £75,000. If
that is not a misrepresentation, it goes a
long way towards misrepresentation, and
anyoue who does not understand how mis-
representation is done could not discover
the difference. I wish just to say the
reason why I do not use the figures for
1908 is that, for the first time, the figures
are not the same. T would like the
Minigter for Railways to take a note of
this, and explain why all the figures are
not the same.

Tee Minisree FOR RalLwavs:
you are using the 1903 figures.

Dr. ELLIS: Yes. The figures pub-
lished in table 8 for the year 1903 are
£231,970, whereas Mr. Dartnall puts
down the cost of maintenance for that
year at £238,509, a difference practically
of £8,000. Let us look at it also in train
miles. The report points out that all the
lines are charged at 11d. per train wnile;
but what is the real figure? TFor the
Northern Line the cost was 23d., for the
Great Southern the cost was 23d.; and T
am sorry to notice that the member for
West Perth (Mr. Moran) is not here,
becanse I would like to inform him that
the cost of maintenance for the Eastern
Goldfields line is 8d. per mile, which
shows very well against any other rail.
way in Australia. I have worked out the
amount that this came to for the years in
question, and find that the total over-
charge for the Eastern Goldfields line in
the seven years—I am sure the Minister
wonld like & note of this—is £184,000,
and the total amount taken off for other
lines in the State, with one exception, isa
similar amount, £184,000, which has
been added on to the goldfields line and
taken off the maintenance cost of all the
other lines. Do you call that straight
finance ? Do you call that misrepresenta.-
tion or-not? To my mind that is the
grossest misrepresentation, when you
have in your office figures which show one
thing, while in your accounts the figures
show another thing. I take the year
1827 as the beginning of the seven-years

But
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period, because that is the year in which
the late Mr. O’Connor gave up the control
of the railways; and although I have
spoken and fought against the Coolgardie
Water Scheme, no one can think of Mr,
O'Conuor as other than almost a genius,
who as an engineer developed no ordinary

capacity; and I will sa.{ his railway
figures while he had charge of the
lines in this State are a perfect

treat to read, for in them you will
find none of those hanky-panky games in
his day. You find that for every line he
shows the cost for maintenance, for
haulage, for everything. Tt was only
when Mr. J. C. Davies took charge of the
railways that they started to make figures
look different from what they are. In
Mr. O’Connor’s day the accurate figures
were published, and there is no reason
why the accurate figures concerning the
railways of the State should not be pub-
lished at this day. What do we find?
When we come to the total cost of the
railway lines in this State we find that
railways representing three millions of
the total capital are not paying interest
at all; and that is the reason why the
figures are “faked.” I know this isa
very scrious statement to make; but I
say, and anybody interesled may look it
up, for I have here a little corrected chart
made to show the maintenance cost taken
off other lines and the maintenance cost
added to the Bastern Goldfields line, so
that we can have the correct figures
before uws although the Government
cannot publish them. And what do we
find? That there are three millions of
capital invested in railways in this colony
that are nol paying interest on the cost;
that they are just paying working
expenses butnot paying interest.

Me. Boraes: They are paying the
country.

Dr. ELLIS: They may be; and I
presuine the hon. member thinks the
goldfields line is not paying the country
when it pays 10 per cent. on the capital
invested! On the other lines during the
seven years I have mentioned, and on a
capital cost of five million pounds, a net
profit has been made of £1,486,000, that
is for all the years since the Eastern Rail-
way extension beyond Northam started
working in 1894,

Me. Diamonn: Nine years of railway
working.
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Dr. ELLIS: I am giving nine years
hecause that is the period since the Gold-
fields Railway started. Ever since that
time the Eastern Goldfields line, as it
subsequently became, has paid one and a
half millions of profit over and above the
cost for rolling-stock, for maintenance,
for depreciation, and for other t]nngs,
whereas the other railways of the State
have not paid interest on the money, or
practically have made a loss of over balf
& million of money; so that three millicns
of capital put in ¢une part of the State
has made a loss of over half a million,
while five millions put in another part of
the State has made a profit of one and
u half millions during that peried. That
may appear to be a good result to gentle-
men living in the three-millions portion
of the State, but it does notappear a fair
result to other people living in the five.
millions portion of the State. The people
on the Eastern Goldfields have had to pay
this enormous sum for railway losses in
other parts of the State. I have shown
that there is a debit to the goldfields
people of £180,000 charged io them for
railway maintenance, and there is most
likely a debit against them of some
£500,000 which I have not been able to
trace, for I assure members it has not
been considered wise to let us know more
than those in charge of the accounts can
possibly hel Taking it all round, I
find the gol(fﬁelds property, the Eastern
(Goldfields railway, has made a profit of
£1,200,000 since it atarted, this being
over and above all the charges that can
properly be made against the line; and it
would, if properly handled by a private
company, have given £100,000 more over
and above the interest and other charges;
or, to put it in another way, the goldficlds
line has probubly returned to the State
the whole capital value in addition to the
cost of everything else. And now I turn
to what the Colonial Treasurer may look
on as the most interesting part of my
gpeech, because it is not entirely a
railway matter but a Treasury matter.
A loan prospectua has just been issued in
Melbourne, a copy of which I hold in ny
hand, dated 9th Januvary, the Treasury,
Perth, 1904, and signed by James
Gardiner, Colonial Treasarer. This bas
been issued since the last Parliament
rose, and.there is in this prospectus a
very interesting set of railway figures,
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and consequently that is how I came to

| be acquainted with them. The Treasurer

there puts the railways and tramways of
this State at the capital sum of £8,900,000.
That is a very big figure. When I look
at the Railway Report on the matter, I
find that the figure is not as stated in
this loan debenture, but it is £7,760,000.

Mgz, Moran: Perhaps his figures are
later than the report you have.

Dr. ELLIS: To make quite sure, I
will read them. It says:—

The statement hereunder sets forth the
position of the States loan expenditure on the
30th June, 1903, and shows that nearly the
whole of this money has heen spent on
reproductive public works.

Mz. Moraw : Isthatin theprospectus ¥

Dr. BLLIS: This sets forth the resull
of the financial year on the 30th June
1908, and it states—this is the Railway
Department’s report—that the whole of
the monev has begen given to them tc
invest. I know the little pitfalls, and I
will deal with them directly. The capital
expenditure is put down in the Railway
Report at £7,760.000.

Mw. Morax: Is that loan or lnan und
revenue combined ?

De. ELLIS: Only loan. The revenue
and loan combined amount to £8,141,000.
This document says:—

The statement hersunder sets forth the
position of the State’s loan expenditure on the
80th June, 1903.

Mr. Moraw: There must be something
wrong, according to the stutement.

Dr. ELLIS: There is something
wrong. There is a difference of over
£1,000,000. It might be meant tha

the money had been expended on railwaye
which lad not been taken over by the
department, for the department will not
take over a railway until it is in going
order. Under these conditions there
might be £1,200,000 missing somewhere
there. I wish to read one clause farther
of the prospectus. It eays:—

The railways and tramways, nfter paying
out of their revenue £35,000 for constructior
of stations and sidings, and £534,490 fo
replacing obaclete and wornout rolling-stock.
returned a surplua for the year of £322,458, o
£33,862 more than was necessary to paj
interest on the capital expenditure of
£8,905,868, and this year the result will by
quite af favourable.

I presume this is dealing with loar
moneys, as it is a loan prospectus. The
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figures are given at £8,900,000, and whut
any ordinary person expects is that they
refer to loan money.

Tae Premier: But you are extra-
ordinary.

Dr. ELLIS: I quite agree with the
Premier, as he will have ample oppor-
tunity of finding out. That is a very
serious statement to make. In an official
prospectus there is a difference of so great
a sum as £1,200,000. It becomes more
gerious when we find that the statement
of interest differs too. The statement of
interest here sets out that the railways
have made a net profit of £33,862 on the
expenditure. There is a very grave
difference between £12,300 and £33,862;
but when we take into consideration
that the £12300 is on a capital of
£7,700,000, and that the £33,000 is on
a capital of £8900,000, we begin to
see that there is something very curious
indeed in the statement, something that
demands seriona inquiry. There is o
reconciliation acecount that is published
in the railway returos, of the difference
between the rmilway estimate and the
capital expenditare. If we look at the
Reconciliation Account which is on page
40, table No. 5, it will be found amongst
other sums that thereis a sum of £37,000
put to new railways, But the serious

art of it comes in here: the whole

gure is .£8,600,000, including the
£800,000 that has not yet passed into the
Railway Department; consequently it
must be shown that the sum that has not
yet gone to the Railway Department has
made a profit, roughly speaking, of some-
thing like £50,000 on the yenr's working.
When the Treasurer publishes a loan
prospectus, the statements in it should
atm at being accurate and in accordance
with the figures. The State’s honour is
involved in this document. It differs
materially from the document of the
Railway Department. Giving them all
the Reconciliation Account, 1t is still
£300,000 to the bad. What I hope the
House is going to do, and what I hope
the House will see is done, 18 that before
the close of the session the Railway
figures, the Treasury figures, and all the
deparimental figures will be accurately
published and put in such a way that an
ordinary man like myself may understand
them.

[3 Avaust, 1904.)

Third day. 95

Mr. AwnowiN: You don’t appear to
understand them now.

Dr. ELLIS: I do not understand the
discrepancies. T do not believe there is
anythiog wrong in them, but I cannot
understand them. I fhink the figures
should be so published that there would
be no difficulty in having them printed so
that any reasonable man, in an hour or
8o, could arrive at what they mean. There
i one answer that will be given me I
know, which is that all this case is bogus;
that the railway figures which I said
were misrepresenting were made up
on the train mileage. [MemsER: Which
figures?] Al the expenses. As the
goldfields happen to run half the train
mileage of the State, the goldfields are
put in the beautiful position of paying
half the cost for the Southern and the
Northern railways.

Mr. Boroees: Is not the Northern
Railway a goldfields lie ?

De. ELLIS: I am talking of the
Eastern Goldfields and I am dealing now
with the names which are given to the rail-
ways in the book, and they are given as
the Northern and the Eastern Groldfields
Railways. If the hon, member does not
understand that, it shows that he is
practically igmorant of the railway re-
ports. The inequality of the thing is
that the goldfields are charged with half
the total expenditure for coal, balf the
depreciation, and balf the whole cost. Ia
it fair to pile such an amount on a popu-
lation of 55,000 out of a population of
2400007 TIsitfair? Tsitjust? Isit
honourable? If the Government are
going to treat us like that, then they
wight put it in black and white, so that
we should know what we are paying. In
the old country they do deal with these
things plainly. 'The expenditure which
caused the Trangvaal war loan is nothing
compared with what we are paying on the
railways here. The Transvaal loan only
amounted to 18s. per head, whereas on
our railway loan we are paying £18 per
head, and I bhope—here I look to the
Opposition who represent decentralisation
and not centralisation, for we want to
see fthe whole colony treated on an
equality——-

Tee Premter : The Labour party do
not say so in their platform.

Dg.ELLIS: They have said so on the
platform.
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Tre PreMiEr: 1t is not in their plat-
form.

Dr. ELLIS : I do not say it is, but it
is a self-evident fact that a platform that
does not differentiate one part of the
State from another should have such a
plank in its platform,

Tui Premier: The clothing factory
at Subiaco ?

D=r. ELLIS: That is not in the plat-
form. The party to which T have the
honour to belong wish to represent the
whole State and not a part of it.

Me. Moran: That same party sup-
ported the Government two years ago in
raising the railway rates,

D=s. ELLIS: I am not saying that in
the past they may not bave done so, but
I say they have done it in ignorance.

Mz. Taowuas: Time after time it has
been stated to the House.

Dr. ELLIS: There is a new party
now, who will see that such things continune
nolonger. I look to the new members to
say, whether on the coast or on the fields,
that equal opportunity shall be given.

Mr. Taomas: That was one of the
main pointa of the no-confidence debate.

Dr. ELLLS: T have nothing to say to
past Parliaments, thank God, but I hope
to have e great deal to say to the present
one; I hope to have a great deaf)to Bay
on the question of centralisation. Let us
know what each part of the State is
debited and credited with.  Let us have
sowe idea of it, because that is the only
way to manage any reasonable commercial
concern. Are we not all here ag directors
of the commercial enterprise of Western
Australia, and should we not know all
the figures and insist on all the figures
being published in an ordinary way? 1T
have shown that there is ample reason
why we should have that statement in
the future. "We want to see an equality
between the coast and the fields, and I
look to the party in Opposition to see that
no inequality occurs in the future, so that
the separation between the coast and the
figlds may no farther prevail.

Mz, E. NEEDHAM (Fremantle):
Seeing that no member on the Govern-
ment side cares to reply to the onslaught
made by the member for Coolgardie, I
want to keep the debate going, and I rize
to anddress this House for the first time.
It was not my intention at the outset of
the debate to take part in it, owing to a
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physical difficulty ; but as the debate he
progressed I have physically improve
slightly, and consequently I take thi
opportunity of joining in the fray. A
the outset I can assure hon. member
that I will not trespass long on th
time of the House, particularly after th
lengthy oration we have had from th
member for Coolgardie (Dr. Ellis). Tar
entirely in accord with the amendmen
moved by the member for Bubiaco (M
Daglish). Tconsider the Government o
the day have taken a roundabout way i
trying to find out the opinion of thi
House. Remembering as I do the famon
poliey spesch given in the Queen’s Hall
I thongbt the Premier would have face
this Parliament with something tangibl
in the shape of a programme, somne stron
remnant of that policy speech; but instea
of that he has adopted this wmethod o
challenging the opinion of Parliament
and in his reply yesterday to the membe
for Subiaco he adopted the same tactic
as used in the historic campaign whicl
has led up to the present position, th
gist of bis remarks being an attack o
the party which now constitutes th
Opposition in this House. He says w
(Tabour members) are entirely wrong
in the position we take np to-day
It is very strange how some politician
use their thoughts as one would us
hiv wardrobe, doffing or donning then
at will. We heard some time ago that th
Labour party in Australia were wrong
in segking power without tuking responsi
bility. That was an old gag, and 1t ha
been used by the Premier; but so soor
as that fallacy was exploded and th
Labour party proved they were prepare
to take the responsibility of office, we fint
the Premier and several more of his clas:
turning round and saying that the Labow
party have no right to aspire to the
“aweets of office,”” as they term then
now that we are prepared to fake the re
sponsibility of office.

Tae PrEMIEER : I said nothing of the
sort.

Mz. NEEDHAM : First the Premie
sajd the Labour party were in the posi
tion of desiring assistance, and that the;
wished to oceupy the direct Oppositior
Lenches. [Interjection by the PREMIER.
I say you have forced the position on us
and we are not cowards enough to shirl
the responsibility thal 18 now thrown o:
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us. I say advisedly that the day has
passed for the Labour party occupying
the position of a third party in the State,
and that the time has arrived when in
every Parliament in Australia the Labour
party will either ba the party in power or
the party in direct Opposition. I will
now refer briefly to the Governor's
Speech as framed by his advisers. Wae
are told in it that the Fremantle Harbour
Works bave been completed, at a cost of
£1,500,000. T fuil to see how these
works can be complete without the ad-
dition of a Fremantle dock, and I do not
care what party may occupy the Govern-
ment benches, that is a work which will
shortly have to be started.

Me. A, E. Teouas: There are works
of more importance.

Mr. NEEDHAM: 1 question that.
I desire to impress upon members this
fact, that I am not approaching thismatter
in any parochial spirit, for it is a. work of
national imporiance. Hon. members may
laogh ; but those laugh best who laugh
last. The Premier himself admitted that
it is a work of national importance when
he was speaking in Fremantle; but I
recognise, while reading the Governor's
Speech, that the reference to this matter
is ouly another of the prowises that are
like the proverbial pie-crust, made to be
broken

Tar PeemMiEr: You have no founda-
tion for that.

Me. NEEDHAM: A prowmise made to
be dangled before the electors. We have
had too much of this from the old Gov-
ernments in the past, and I hope the
Government in the future will set a better
example. [Interjection by Mr. Morar.]
Fremantle in the past has been treated
somewhat a8 a step child. Tt is said
that Fremantle 1s the first and last port
of call in the Commonwealth. Yes; in
more ways than one: it has been the first
p;a.ce forgotten and the last place thought
0

TeE PrEMIER: Base ingratitude!

Mr. NEEDHAM : Mention has been
mude somewhere of a proposal to con-
struct a floating dock to cost £100,000.
That would be an unsatisfactory make-
shift, and I trust that whenever the
work is taken in hand it will not be on
the penny-wise and pound-foolish prin-
ciple. We do not want a dock that may
just serve the needs for to-day or to-
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morrow, but we want something in keep-
ing with a work of such national import-
ance. I do not need to quote figures for
proving the necessity of this work. It is
well known to hon. members. I simply
point out the neglect of the Government
in not including & dock for Fremantle in
the proposed works.

Toe Premigr: There are no works
proposed in the Speech.

Mr, NEEDHAM : Another matter in
the Governor's Speech is that in the
course of a few months the Railway
Workshops at Midland Junction will be
completed. In these few lines of the
Speech the Government stand con-
demned. Six months ago those work-
shops were not completed, were in a
woree state than they are at the present
time, but notwithstanding that fact, three
hundred workmen were rushed from the
Fremantle Workshops and put pell-mell
into the new workshops at Midland
Junction. Those workshops are costing
an unpecessary amount of money, and I
contend that the work which has since
been done at the Midland Workshops
could have been done just as well at
Fremantle, if not better. I have made
this statement before on a public plat-
form, that the removal of those men
from the Fremantle Workshops to Mid-
land Junection was nothing more nor less
than a huge political dodge. I do not
intend to dwell on the raillway admini-
stration referred to in the Speech, especi-
ally after the remarks made by the mem-
ber for Coolgardie, which compel me
now to adopt different tactics. Butallow
me to add this, that we have a service
seething with discontent from one end to
the other; and from a discontented ser-
vice you cannot expect beneficial resnlts.
Another matter referred to in the Speech
is immigration. I am notin accord with
that paragraph in the Speech at the
present, time, The idea is laudable; but
charity begins at home, and although I re-
cognise a neceasity for importing desirable
immigrants who will take up land and
assiat in developing the resources of this
State, yet I contend that we have at our
doors a vast number of men who, if given
proper facilities, would be the first to put
the land to a practical wse. Let us dgal
with the problem at home, before we go
abroad and seek to attract desirable
immigrants, Perhaps the Minister for
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Lands will say that everything has been
done that can be done to induce people to
take up land and work it. It 1s a very
fine thing to give 160 acres free to a man
in the country or to an immigrant newly
arrived, witbout a prospect of getting
from it the ordinary sustenance of life.
It wounld be better to induce people
already in the coumtry to take up the
land on conditions epabling them to
make a living. I will briefly touch on
the remarks of the member for South
Fremantle in moving the adoption of the
Address-in-reply. He said the Labour
party will not get to the position it ought
to occupy so long as it is trammelled by
the caucns. The hon. member knew
when he made the statement that there
is not & political party in any portion of
the British Empire but has its caucus.
The members who occupy the Govern-
ment benches to-day would not face this
House unless they were assured of a solid
following behind them. The hon. member
also said that the Labour party had no
right to oppose the Government at the
general election. It remindsme of erect-
ing a figure on a pedestal, with a caution
that persons looking at it are not to touch
it. I fail to see what the member for
South Fremantle has done in the past
that he should be exempted from a con-
tested election; and I can assure him
that at the next election he will not
be 8o cocky ase he has been on this
occasion. Dealing with his remarks,
is it just an ordinary coincidence that
the Labour party to-day occupy the
position they do; that in the Vieto-
rian Parliament there is a solid body of
members; that in Queensland there is a
fair proportion ; that in South Australia
there is & fair proportion algo ; and that
in Western Australia a party of 22 has
been returned to this House in the
Labour interest, to take up the challenge
given by the Premier? We have to.day
a Labour Ministry governing the desti-
nies of the Commonwealth ; and still the
sun shines! Is that a mere coincidence?
No; it is the law of evolution, and it only
shows that the day is at hand when the
victories the Labour party have won will
be more emphatic, and they will reach a
still stronger position. In conclusion, I
desire to thank hon. members for the
poatient hearing they bave given to a new
member. I did intend to speak longer;
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but having listened to the deluge of
figures from the member for Coolgardie,
he has taken a considerable amount of
wind out of my sails; so I will content
myself with again thanking bon. members
for the patient hearing they have given
me, and express a hope that our delibera-
tions in this Chamber will be attended
with beneficial resulis to the State whose
destinies we are called to guide.

Mg. Moran: Can we not come to a
division now, bhefore dinner? What is
the good of spinning it out any longer?

SeEvERAL MEMBERS : Divide!

After a pause,

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): I can assure you, Mr.
Speaker, that T rise to speak with very
great regret, more especially because I
know that certain charges concerning
administration will be made against the
department which I control. I think it
very unfair that statements are made in
this House when a man has no chance of
replying to them.

Me, Mogan : The Minister can get a
chance by an amendment.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: 1do
not think it a wise thing. It is what I
expected from some goldfields members,
more especially from the member for Mt,
Margaret (Mr. Taylor), who always waits
until the attacked person has no chance
of replying and then makes charges which
that person will have not the slightest
chance of refuting. It is with the deepest
regret that I speak before the hon.
member; but still there are certain charges
made regarding administration, and I
shall take this opportunity of replying to
them. In the speech made by the leader
of the Opposition, attention was drawn,
at least it was stated that the cost of
administration had been considerably
increased in our various departments. 1t
is ouly fair to myself to point out the
work of the Mines Depurtment in regard
to the cost of administration and efficiency
of work done. Certain figures were also
used by the member for Coolgardie {Dr.
Ellis), and I am afraid that the member
for Coolgardie has waded through the
figures of the member for Dundas (Mr.
Thomas), for they are altogether mixed.
I do not know whether the hon. member
ia interested in the Egperance Railway
and Collie coal; but his figures seem
to be somewhat mixed, and I deo
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not propose to deal with them, We all
ought to feel pleased with the speech just
made by the member for Fremantle (Mr.
Needham.) I believe the member for
Coolgardie said that we want to repre-
sent the whole of the State, and that we
want a party in power who shall represent
the whole of the State. The member for
Fremantle showed how we wanted to be
represented, and Le showed the injustice
done to Fremantle by sending 300 men
to Midland Junction. It mattered very
much——

Mg. Neepram: There was expense to
the State,

Tas MINISTER FOR MINES : More
particularly to Fremantle. I am pre-
pared to take the advice of the officers of
the Railway Department. I think the
member for Fremantle will admit that
we have competent officers in the depart-
ment. They said these workshops muat
be removed. At the present time the
cost of repairing locomotives and car-
riages ig excessive, and we were advised
that if we removed these workshops and
had properly fitted workshops at Midland
Junction, these charges would be consi-
derably decreased. I am quite satisfied
that it will be a loss to the traders of
Fremantle; and some people will admire
the patriotism of the member for Fre-
mantle when he points out how wrong
it was to remove these workmen whom
he represents. At the same fime, I am
quite satisfied that the department did a
good thing when they removed these
workmen; and I am quite sure that
when we have these workshops fitted, at
an early date, we will have a considerable
decrease in the working expenses of the
Railway Department. In connection
with the administration of the Mines
Department, members know we have had
additions to that department, such as
the Explosives Branch and the Mines
Water Supply Branch; and a good deal
of extra work has been attached to the
department in consequence. I have no de-
sire to add the cost of these new depart-
menta except as they apply to the Mines
Departmentas it stands. In1900.1901 the
cost of the administration of the Mines
Department, without the Boilers Branch,
was £58,985; the next vear it was
reduced to £54,606, the following yeur to
£50,155, and for this last year £48,223.
In that small department a reduction of
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over £10,000 was effected in the adminis-
tion of the Working Mines Department ;
and T am sure no mining member will
say that we havenot had greater facilities
for the people on the goldfields than years
ago, and that the people are not being
bettor treated. Still, the cost of that
administration is £10,000 a year less than
it was three years ago. Ithiak Iam quite -
justified in pointing that out. In these
returns I have not included the wages and
supplies for our State batteries. Of
course, we know their work has been
increasing. In 1901 they cost £25,000,
in 1902 they cost £34.,000, in 1908 they
coat £41,000, and last year £60,000. I
have not pointed that out, bLecanse we
bave for them a revenue corresponding
with the expense coming in to meet the
administration and maintenance of that
gystem. In regard to the Boilers Branch
we have appoiuted inspectors of boilers
so that inspectors of mines may carry
out their work more efficiently. The
inspector of beilers has to send notice
to a mwine manager before he examines a
boiler, but the inspector of mines may
go on & mine without notice so as to
give a surprise visit. [Interjections from
several Members.]. There have been no
complaints with referemce to inspectors
of mines.

Me. Trov: How about the inspector
of mines at Mt. Magnet ?

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: We
find these statements from men who never
go near a mine.

Mr. ScappEN: They have come under
my notice.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: I
would not take the experience of the
member for Mt. Magnet (Mr. Troy) on
mining matters. When he has had a
few years’ experience he can speak to us.
The hon. member has been secretary of
the workers' association in that district.
How is it that he has not made a com-

plaint ?
Mr. Trox: I think the Minister has
heard complaints.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: It
is the hon. member’s duty to loock after
the lives and welfare of the men in his
district. If he has found that the
inspector of mines has not been doing
his duty in that district, where are the
complaints that he should have made?
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Mer. Troy: Wereno complaints made
against that officer from Boulder?

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: Is
this some more tittle-tattle ? I think the
hon, member was speaking just now from
his own experience.

Mr. Tror: Quite so.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: If
the hon. member, as secretary of that
organisation, knew that the carelessness
of the inspector would imperil the lives
of men in these mines, why did he not
send down a strongly-worded complaint
and make it public? No complaint has
beon made in regard to that officer since
he has been on that field.

Me. Trox: There were complaints
from other fields about him, were there
not ?

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: Prior
to hig going there ¥ :

Mgz. Trov: Was he not shifted from
Boulder becanse of these complaintg ?

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: Ido
not think the complaints came from the
workers’ organisation. I was under the
impression that the inspector did mnot
attend to mines as he should do, and I
transferred him to another district. I
bad my own reasons for making the
transfer ; but, speaking from memory, I
do not think it was done upon the
reports of the association there. I am
not saying it is a faet, because I am only
speaking from memory in a matter of
this sort; but I kmow that the inspector
of mines ia a man of irreproachable
character. If there was any caunse of
complaint, that cowplaint should bave
come from those who represented the
workers’ organisation,

Mr. Tro¥: Not necessarily.

Ter MINISTER FOR MINES:
Because they do not care about anything
else except unionism, and that members
should pay something in each week to
pay the secretary. It is the secretary’s
duty to rmaise quarrels between the
workers and employers, so that he can
have something to do. I want to point
out the work done lately for the benefit
of these people. Look at the DMining
Commissions appointed.

Mge. Tavnok: And see who is appointed
upon them.

Ter MINISTER FOR MINES: I
defy even the hon. member for Mt
Margaret to point the finger of reproach
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at any gentlemen conuected with these
Commissions.

Me. Tavror: I point to the success
of those who appointed them.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I
thought, when T received no complaints
from those huge organisations, that those
people fels satisfied. I am certainly not
going to try and satiefy the member for
Mt. Margaret. This one thing the hon.
member feels quite satisfied about, that
I have never bothered my head to satist
him. The hon. member is pretty well
known, not only among members on this
gide, but also among the members of his
party. I believe he did, o little while
ago, aspire to be leader of that party.
He had three votes, bis nominator's, his
seconder’s, and hie own. He should be
proud.

M=z. Tavror: Where did you get that
information from ?

Tas MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member can contradict the state-
ment if 1t is not correct.

M=z. Tayror: I shall deal with your
administration.

Ter MINISTER FOR MINES: If
he deals as he did at Menzies, I know
how he will deal with it. When he got
up on a public platform at Menzies he
said: *Gregory pretends to bhe a friend
of the miner and prospector. Do you
know that Gregory is vice-president of
the Chamber of Mines; and how cun he
do his duty to that chamber and do his
duty to the miner and prospector on these
fields ? " It did not matter whether there
wag any truth in that atatement.

Mr. Tavror: According to the Kal-
goorlie Miner it was so.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: Still
that was only one of twenty other things.
I do not want to be drawn off my poin,
I want to show the House that the state.
ment of the leader of the Opposition
regarding my department was wrong.
He said that the cost of its administra-
tion was increasing. I want to point
out to members that, although we are
getting administration from the Mines
Department better than was got three
years ago, the cost to the State has been
£10,000 less than it was three years ago.

Mr. Tavoor: We have better facili-
ties now in the matter of railway com-
munication,
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Tue MINISTER FOR MINES:
There are, I believe, certain other matters
with which we have been charged ; but I
want to speak a little while administra-
tively. I would like to point out one
very important thing with regard to one
of the first actions I took, on assumiung
control of the Mines Department, deal-
ing more especially with the surrender
of gold-mining leases. It was a well-
known practice started in this Siate,
quite illegal—that of accepting the
surrender of gold-mining leases. Some
18 months age a company in London
published a statement tbat they had
certain values to the extent of £60,000,
and were quite satisfied that they
would be able to obtain from the State
land to the value of £30,000. They
had the impudence to publish thia in
London, and they anticipated that this
State would accept the surrender of their
lease, and that they would get £30,000
worth from the State. The whole thing
was illegal. Ome of my first actions
after taking control of the depariment
was to stop that. Then there is the
question of the School of Mines at Kal-
goorlie, which bad been promised for
years. The mining people at Kalgoorlie
are satisfied that there is a good School
of Mines there now.

Mr, Avewin: I hope you will build
the Fremantle dock; similarly it has
been promised for years.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: Is
this some other parish trouble ? This
School of Miues had been promised for
years.

Me. A. E. Toomas: The money was
put on the Estimates, and you would not
spend it.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: The
money was on the Estimates, and was
not expended by a previous Govern-
ment. We came into power about the
middle of April, 1901. The vote would
have expired on 30th June, and I had ne
time therefore to enguge a director of the
School of Mines, and I had no time to
build the school, but I did allocate a
small portion of the money to start the
work. The member for Dundas, I am
sure, will adwit that we did push on
with all the possible speed we could, and
now free assays are made by the
Director of Mines, and Mr. Allen i
doing good work in reporting on these
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assays. Then there was the appointment
of the State Mining Engineer. I heard
remarks by the leader of the Opposition
-—but I am sure he was ashamed of them
afterwards — of the dishonmesty of the
Premier. He atated that this dishonesty
consisted in the appointment of the
member for Greenough as Minister for
Works. Had tbis appointment been
made after the elections, possibly there
would have been some ground for the
charge, but having made the appointment
prior to the elections the charge falls to
the ground. In reference to the appoiut-
ment of the Director of the School of
Mines and the State Mining Engineer,
any of those interested in the success of
the mining industry must feel that the
gentlemen appointed to these two posi-
tions wers well qualified for the positions
they now hold. The method of appoint-
ment was, after inviting applications, to
appoint & committee of selection. There
was no political influence brought to bear,
aund by obtaining the services of Mr.
Allen as Director of Mines and M,
Montgomery us State Mining Engineer
the services of two good men were
obtained, the appointments being free
from political control. These two officials
command the respect of all members, no
matter where they sit. We have tried to
have all appointments made free from
political influence, and the gentlemen I
have referred to are able to earn the
salary paid them and to do justics to the
Btate. Mr. Montgomery's report for the
year will be published shortly, and I am
sure the mining members will look forward
with a great deal of pleasure to its appear-
ance; especially when we remember the
report made on the Phillips River field
by this officer, kis work will be highly
appreciated by those interested in the
mining industry. There is the question of
the concentration of labour on leases and
the amalgamation of leases. Some strong
criticisin has been made as to the Mines
Department dealing with these matters,
but I wonld like to explain that when I
took office leases were amalgamated no
matter how far apart. I gave the strictest
instructions that no councentration of
labour should be allowed unless the leases
belonged to one and the same parties, and
that 1o concentration of labour should be
allowed unless the leases were adjoining,
and unless the work on one lease would
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lead to prove and help the work of the
other, and then no amalgamation should
be made for over 96 acres. Beyond that,
tribute was to be granted, and the tribute
wag to be 2 per cent. on virgin ground,
and the highest amount of {ribute was 10
per cent. No royalty was to be charged
unless a man was earning at least £2 a
week. ' As to amalgamation, a statement
hus been made that T allowed amalgama.-
tion where leases were not owned by one
and the same party. I was charged with
having allowed certain things to be done.
I would like to point out to members
what were the facts in relution to these
amalgamations. These matters may be
of small consequence to members, yet it
is only fair to put the facts clearly to
the House. I want to point out what
has been done in administration. [
understood that under the old Mining Act
no leases could be amalgamated unless
they belonged to one and the same person,
and Section 43 of that Act was quite
ilent on the point. 1t says that any
nomber of leases up to 96 acres can be
amalgamated on certain fees being paid.
‘When the new Act came in I found that
certain leases bad been amalgamated
which were not owned by one and the
same party. Thbe new Act states that
these leases shall not be amalgamated
unless owned by one and the same party ;
and instructions were issued by the
department io that effect, and T have
power to cancel the amalgamations if they
were not made prior to the Mining Act of
1894. Any amalgamation effected priov
to that date must continue. Under the
new Act these amalgamations cannot be
allowed, and I have power to cancel the
old amalgamationa. 1 gave these intruc-
tions some time ago, and in future no
amalgamation of leases will be allowed
except subject to those conditions.
I mey also mention that certain
Royal Commissions have been appointed.
The Government have appointed &
Commission to deal with the sani.
tation and ventilation of mines. The
member for Mt. Margaret spoke of
the gentlemen who were appointed to
that Commission. Could we have a
better man than Dr. Jack, the late Gov-
ernment Geologist of Queensland, =«
wining engineer of grest experience?
Then there is a representative of the
mine managers of the State on that
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Commission, and of the Miners’ Associa-
tion. I am satisfied we have a good
Commission, in spite of what the member
for Yilgarn said about the work of that
body. When we obtain the report from
the Commission, and I hope to have it
within three months so as to euable
legislation to be brought forward this
seysion on the question, I am satisfied it
will do much to render the conditions of
those working underground better than
they have been in the past. Have these
things been asked for by the miners or
their representatives ?

Mr. Trov: It is the duty of the
Minister to bring these things forward.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: It
is his duty, but he does anticipate that
those who represent the unions should
have some knowledge of the conditions
of the work, and come forward and give
asgistance to the Minister so us to have
things remedied.

Mr. Tror: You refused to recognise
composite organisations.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I
absolutely refused to recoguise composite
organisations.

Mgr. Troy : And they refused to recog-
nise you.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: At
the present time I venture to say that
there are no composite organisations.
The A.M.A. and the A.W.A. do not
happen to be composite organisations.
At the time I refused to recognise them
they were composite organisations. The
butcher and the baker and every man in
trade was connected with these organisa-
tions, and I decided, if possible, to have
an organisation of the miners alone, and
that organisation I should recognise.
I believe in unionism; I believe the men
should have an organisation so as to bring
grievances before Parliament, and to show
the Minister what can be done for the
betterment of their labour. When a
Mining Bill comes before the House
members will then be able to bring
forward something for the betterment of
those they represent. I expect the
member for Mt. Magnet, occupying a
position ns secretary of an organisation
of that sort, will do something more than
settle strikes or foment them, but will
bring forward something to assist in
bettering the condition of the men.
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Mr. Tror: What reason is there to
suppose that he has not ?

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: As
Minister of the department no com-.
munication of that kind bas come from
him.

At 6:30, the Spearnr left the Chair.
At 7-80, Chair resumed.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (con-
tinuing): When the House adjourned, I
was speaking of the various Royal Com-
missions appeinted at the instance of the
Mines Department to deal with various
phases of the mining industry. These
Commissions were not initiated by the
various organisations on the goldfields,
which ought to be trying to secura better
conditiens for all the men who come to
wotk on the grouad, but were initiated
by myself and my department. An
objection has Dbeen taken by various
members to the personnel of these Com-
missions ; in fact the leader of the Oppe-
sition said that Dr. Black, instead of
acting on the Mines Ventilation Commis-
sion, would bave been better employed in
Perth looking after the healtk of the
people; and I did not notice that any
objection was taken by the mining mem.
bers to that remark. Now it 18 well
known that Dr. Black is a bacteriologist,
and that the Commission must make
bacteriological examinations with a view
to discover whether any of those diseases
to which miners in the old country and
in the Eastern States are subject can be
found here; yet no objection was taken to
the statement of the member for Subiaco
that Dr. Black’s time on that Commission
was being wasted.

M=r. Daorise: I did not say it was
being wasted. I said he was taken away
from his work.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: He
was taken away for a very worthy object.

Me. Dacrisu: Then you should ap-
point another chairman of the Board of
Health.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: Such
an appointment is not one for my depart.
went to make. I wish simply to assure
the House that as the Government were
desirouns of having a Commission which
could present to Parlinment a report
which would be useful to members in
dealing with future legislation, and in
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the interests more particularly of men
working underground, we acted judici-
ously in making that appointment. Then
a second Commission was appointed to
deal with the alien guestion. Many
members will recollect the agitation on
this subject a few months ago, and how
the bubble burst. It burst very quickly
when we got a report from the Customs
Department as to the great influx of
aliens—Asiatic and Austrian. I think I
was able to show there was no danger or
menace to our own workmen through any
influx of these people.

Mz. Daorise: We shall have the
bubble bigger than ever shortly.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Press on the fields told us that there was
a lurge influx of these people, and that
our own workmen could not get work on
the mines because undue preference was
given to these men. I have the statistics
for 15 months, from the 1st January,
1903, to March, 1904. There was only
an increase during the 15 months of seven
Ttalians and Austrians, a less nember of
Italians and an incremse in Austrians.
Then I had reports from the inspectors
of mines. The hon. member must
remember that the returns given by the
ingpectors have been promised to any of
the organisations if they desire to have
them, If any organisation wanted the
report of an inspector, a copy of that
report was available at once for it
So that, if any objection could be taken
to these reports, it was the duty of these
organisations to make it. 1 wanted their
agsistance in that watter. It wagso easy
for them to show us wherein the mistake
occurred. T also want to emphasise here
that I desire the assistance of these
organisations in reference to the Com.
missions, to enable us to get the very
fullest particulars. The instructions to
the second Commission are to find out
whether there has been any importation
of labour under contract. We were
Placed in a very great difficulty in getting
evidence in regard to that, because we
could hardly make a person incriminate
bimself; and I thought the Commission
would have extreme difficulty in getting
any evidence in regard to it, so I gave
them a serond question to report upon:
“Has there been any undue preference
given to the employment of alien labour,
and, if so, what is the cause of that
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preference P We are not asking this
question at the instigation of the workers’
organisations. None of ihe secretaries
of these organisations have asked that we
should do anything of the sort. Wehave
been trying to get at the root of the evil,
and have asked the organisations to give
us all the information they can, and to
come forward, not with the tittle-tattle of
the street, but with sworn evidence. If
they could not prove there was any im-
portation under contract, then they might
try to assist us in *finding out whether
there has been any undue preference
given to the employment of alien labour.
The Commission will give us a finding in
regard to this, and as to what is the cause
of the undue preference, if there is any.
If we cannot tind out whether any undue
preference has been given, we may then
find out whether there was any importa-
tion under contract. I wassimply trying
to put a fair question. I did not want to
get a statement from any person in the
street ; I wanted to get sworn evidence,
under Royal Commissioners, from all the
various orgauisations, mine-owners, and
employees, who are asked to give us
what information they can. 1 have not
had the nssistance I expected. The mem-
bers of the Commission tell me that it is
extremely hard to get the men to come
forward and give evidence. When it is
a matter entirely for the benefit of the
workers of this State, the workers’ organ-
isations should give every assistance to
the Commission to enable them to furnish
tnformation for the assistance of Parlia-
ment.

Mz, Herrmany: They did so on the
Murchison.

Tur MINISTER FOR MINES: It
has been reported to me that this was not
so, because the chairman asked me to let
somebody go ahead to try and get the
men to come forward and give the
information requisite. Then I asked the
Commission to go one bit farther and find
out what was the effect of the contract
systett. Has that been asked for by the
labour organisations ?

Mr. Horan: Yes

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: Iwas
not aware of it. I bad no request by the
AW.A, or gven by the AM.A,, when
these Commissions were appointed, to
have Commissions appointed to inquire
into these matters. I have heard com-
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plaints; I have heard men eay that under
the contract system many men are work-
ing at rates at which they can hardly earn
tucker. On the other hand, we have
heard mine managers say that under the
contract system the pgreat majority of
these men earn far more than they would
under the rates provided by the Arbitra-
tion Court. I did not know which to
believe, und I asked the Koyal Conmmission
to try and find out, It is all very well to
get statements made, but we want to get
sworn particulars. And there again I
want the assistance of these organisations.
I want them to come forward; but they
always make excuses, and say: “If we
give evidence in this case, we won't ba
employed on the mines in future.” All
the information can be obtained by the
various secretaries, They can get evidence
on the varions contracts, and they can go
before the Commission and point out that
a.contract was let on such a lease and the
men only earned so much a day, and that
at the conclusion of another contraet the
men only earned so muoch a day. The
secretaries can give us this assistance. 1
want to emphasise that we are not totake
any notice, and I hope the House will not
take any unotice, of wild statements of
men in the street. We waant to remember
that, now the chance is given, we shall
only take the sworn evidence given betore
the Commission. The Commission is
going to all the goldfields centres, und
every opportunity is being given. When
we get the report of that Commission we
shall know whether we shall be justified
in bringing in legislation that will inany
way restrict the contract system. If we
find that under that system harm is
being done, or wrong is being done to
the workmen, I am satisfied that a large
number of members of this House will be
prepared to have legislation brought
forward to prevent that harm being done.
We want the information from that
Commission, and the opportunity is
being given by me, and not at the
request of the various organisations,
Then there is the Commission appointed
with regard to the Boulder Deep Levels.
I think that is & Commission doing very
good work indeed. There have been a
greut wany scandals lately. In fact, for
many vears there have been gross
scandals in connection with the mines in
Westein Australia. I have a leading
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article dealing with the Peak Hill Gold-
fields.  Five years ago the shares were
£7, and now they are worth 30s. It
poiuts out how one of the directors of
that company during the past few years
bas been getting rid of the interest he
has held in that big mine, and how the
company paid their last dividend from
borrowed money. The chairman of
dirvectors in 1898 started to get rid of his
shares until 1908, and in that time he
got rid of no less than 83,000 shares.
Mr. Darlington Bimpson made a good
thing out of that mine. At least, I
presume he did, if those sbares were his.
They were in his name. That is how
things were done, and according to the
PFinancial Times, the last dividend was
paid out of borrowed monay. There is
also the Boulder Perseverance. We all
know the report made of that mine. I
bhave not the figures given by the
manager, Mr. Nichols, and the late report
which reduces the value of that mine
very considerably, I have not got the
figures dealing with that; bot thoss
dealing in mining know how disgraceful
affairs were in that mine.

Tap MinisTER ForR LawWDE:
figures were 500,0000z. to 99,0000z,

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: Then
there was the Boulder Deep Levels. I
happened to be in Kalgoorlie at the time
when the matter came out, and 1 saw
there was necessity for inguiry. Many
thought it would be of no use, but few
Commissions have given better results
than the Commission inquiring into the
Boulder Deep Levels.

Axw Hon. Mzusex:
been extended.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: It
is some time since those other thiugs
occurred, and it is questionable whether
we could go inte them again, ¥ had a
petition to extend the scope of this Com-
mission; but the questin is where we
are to end ounce we start. It is a
magtter for full consideration; but we have
had a Commission with regard to the
Boulder Deep Levels, and the work of
that Commission bag shown us that some
legislation is necessary in the interests of
the invesiting publicc. We must have
some legislation to denl with this; but
in bringing forward new legislation we
must always be careful that we do not
harags the indusiry. We have to look
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nto all matters {)erta.ining to gold mining,
and we can easily be too strict in regard
to legislation dealing with reports. For
instance, supposing a manager comes
across & rich chute, I do not think he
should report, “I have struck a rich
reef, containing 5ozs. to the ton.” If we
had a report on every rich' sirike ina
tnine, we should have values going up for
o day and coming dows the following
day. A certain amount of latitude must
be allowed to a mine manager in any
legislalion we bring forward, otherwise
we should make a great mistake; but we
want to bring forward legislution, without
barussing the industry, to protect the
investor, to compel people to be more
honest, to put a penalty on a person
igsuing a falge return. That is what we
want to do, and we must also have a
little more power than we have now. At
present we have no power to inspect a
miine to ascertain valnes. We have power
to inspect a mine by the Imspector of
Mines under the Mines Regulation Act;
but we have no power to deal with the
values of mines; and T think, in any
legislation we bring forward, we should
give the State Mining Engineer the
power to examine a mine for the pur-
pose of ascertaining values. If that
power wag in the hands of the Minister
and companies knew it, when there
was any scandal, or a report was sent
to the DMinister to jostify him in
assuming that incorreet reports were
being published on any property, power
would be in the bands of the Mines
Department to send an officer into that
mine to report on it, The ordinary fort-
nightly and monthly reports of these
mines should be verified by statutory
declaration, and we should also have, for
the benefit of all shareholders, proper
plans of mines kept, with the assay values
showa on the face of the plans. Tt is a
matter for regulation how they should be
worked out; but these plans should show
the true assay values, the width of lode,
and should be accessible fo every share-
holder. One could easily ascertain the
value of a mine, make the manager all
the time respousible for his mine, and also
compel him to include in his report veri-
fied values of the gold, month by month.
Then I think also we should have local
directors sv us to enable us to have an
easy transfer of shures here, and also to
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provide for information being given here |

at the same fime as it ig given in Eng-
land. I have often seen Press comments
to the effect that if we only enforced the
Companies Act and the Amendment
Acts of 1898 and 1899 we could insist
upon these companies having local
directors. At the present time such is
not the case. It is optional whether these
companies shall have local directors or
not. I think that in any new legislation
brought forward we should insist upon
these companies baving local directors.
They should also provide for easy trans-
fer, giving the same power to directors
here for transfers as ia possessed by the
directors in London; and their reports
should be given at ove and the same
time as they are given in England. I
think that if we have legislation to do
this—and I have asked this Commission
to show us what legislation should be
brought forward—we shall be able to do
wmuch to prevent scandals occurring iv the
future such as have occurred in the past.
I do not know whether I misunderstood
the member for Coolgardie (Dr. Ellis),
but he certainly gave me the impression,
when speaking of the number of people
engaged in mining upon those fields, that
he believed there had been consider-
able reduction duting the past few years.
I am under the impression that the hon.
member said there were 2,000 less
engaged now than two years ago ¥

Dg. Euris: No; 200. The country is
not going nhead.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: Were
all those figures about 200 lexs being em-
ployed to-day than two years ago ?

Dr. Erus: Certainly. The country
is not going ahead, but 18 going back.

Tae Mimvister For Lanps: What
about the machinery ivtroduced ?

De. Eruis: It has not employed any
more men, anyhow.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES:
In 1901 the number of men engaged in
the mining industry on the Eastern Gold-
fields was 16,087, and I am not counting
the Phillips River, which I think the hon,
member included ; the number engaged
in 1902 was 16,080, and in 1903 16,056.

De. ELy1s: Six thousand ; not 16,000,

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member got 80 thoroughly mixed up
in those figures that he did not know
what he was talking about.
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Dr. Ernis: I thought you meant Kal-
goorlie.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: Tte
total number engaged in the mining
industry in Weatern Australia in 1901
was 19,791; in 1902, 20476; and in
1903, 20,716, or an increase for last year
of 240. Of course the hon. member was
fixing up his figures, and was thinking of
the number of tons of Collie coal that
counld be burnt at the pit’s mouth which
were not used on the railway locomotives.
I will leave that sum for the member for
Coolgardie to work out.

Dg. Brris : I was dealing purely with
the Kalgoorlie fields, the oldest fields of
the lot.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I
gave the figures for the Eastern Gold-
fields, not including the Phillips River,
which the hon. member did include;
then I gave the figures for the whole State.
He made a remark in referemce to
machinery. I have to tell the House
that in 1902 for every man employed in
the mining industry gold was gained to
the value of £388; and in 1903 gold was
gained to the value of £423 per man
employed.

Mz. ScappeEn: How much did each
man get?

Tee MINISTER FTOR MINES: I
want to show the gain to the industry,
and the figures show an advantage to the
working miner. There is more machinery,
and there are greater facilities for winning
gold, but we must bave a better class of
miner working to-day than we had a few
years ago, otherwise we could not show
the great results we are showing in
Western Australia. 'We have been able
to show conclusively that the miner in
Western Australia can compare most
favourably with the black or the yellow
labourer in the Transvaal. I Like to
point out these things, becanse, though
£ do not happen to be u Labour candidate,
I have no desire to reflect upon the miner
of Western Australia; but of course heis
led astray very often by the secretaries
of these orgamsations. I feel quite sure
about that. 'We have been able to show -
an increase of over 11 per cent. for last
year. The dividends show an increase of
42 per cent. There is one little increase
in copper production. Ire 1902 the copper
production was ouly 2,262 tons, worth
£8,000; and in 1903 there were 20,526
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tons, worth £56,541. We are going to have
a big industry in this State in connection
with the raising of copper. I feel quite
satisfied that the little field so badly
reprasented by the hon. member for
Dundas (Mr. Thomas)——

Me. Teomas: What?

Tar MINISTER FOR MINES: I
feel quite satisfied we shall have a very
good field and shall be employing a large
number of people there. I think I shall
be justified, on the point of going out of
office, in saying something ounece more in
regard to the battery system, because
members take a great interest in iv and
wish us to make the system as suceessful
as possible. 'We have been able to show
the other States of Australasia that the
Government can carry out a system of
thie sort; that we can in a legitimate
manner help the prospectors of Western
Australin. My desire is to help the men
who are willing to help themselves. I
have no sympathy, or very little, unless
a man can show a good case to merit
agsistance in deep sivking. Sometimes
we have to assist when a good case can
be shown and is of national importance.
Then, of course, it behoves the Mines
Depariment to give some assistance ; but
the proper assistance is to enable owners
io develop their own property, to be
able to say to them “If you will only
raige the ore, if you will only try to
develop your mine, we will previde you
with battery facilities to enable you to

t value.” We have produced gold by
this State battery system to the value of
£900,000, and in nearly every instance
this money has gone into the pockets of
our own miners. We shounld try to
develop that policy, and a farther policy
should be to endeavour to develop the
formation of small local companies. I
cannot understand why we get so little
asgistance from the people of Western
Anstralia for the purpose of having small
syndicates and companies to assist in
the development of this State. It be-
hoves the agriculturists to assist us. It
should be the duty of the people of
Perth and Fremantle to try o assist the
mining industry. If it were not for that
industry things would be bad indeed for
the agricultural industry, and they wounld
be a thousund times worse for the mnetro-
polis. Everything should be done to
assist that industry. Of course the
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excuse of these people is, *'Well, in
the old duys we put our money nto these
compunies and we were swindled.” We
want to see if in the future we can.
not give them a cleaner state of things,
and show them that if they put their
money into mining they will get a fair
and proper run for their money. We
should do all we can to encourage our
own people. T hope, no matter what
Government is in power, the public
battery policy of the past will be carried
on in the future. I have no doubt the
system can be improved upon. It has
been improved upon from what it was in
the past, and I hope we shall make still
farther improvements in the futuve. I
have, of course, my own line of policy
marked out, and it will ba the duty of
others to formulate some policy so as to
give greater facilities to these people
than they have had in the past. Ido
not think that up to the present Parlia-
ment has ever expected the batteries to
pay a profit. Members have always
expressed it to me, “We do not want
them to pay sinking fund, but we think
they ought to pay working expenses.”

Mr. Tromas: T understood you wanted
to crush as cheaply as possible, even if
you lost.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINKS: I suy
we should treat the system as & whole,
and try to make the profit made in one
place pay for the loss in another, making
the batteries as a whole pay their work-
ing expenses. When I speak of pro-
spectors I am not speaking of those
people who have never lived a mile from
a railway station in their lives.

Mz. TrROMAS : Thave no railway station
to live a mileaway from.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES : These
men do not want to be spoon-fed, but
they want a legitimate system ; therefore
I think this battery system should be
made to pay working expenses. When I
came into power we were losing about
£7,000 a year and we were charging 15s.
to 20s. per ton. In the district repre-
sented by the member for North
Murchison they were charging 17s. 6d.
per ton; now they have had a sliding
scale of from 10s. to 14s., or they can
have their erushing done and the charges
made nccordiug to time.

Mr. HoLman: But youcharge them a
minimum rate.
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Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: We
have to charge o minimum rate because
we found cases where we were crushing
15 and 16 pennyweight stone as low as
10s. We would not crush ore under 10s.
per ton. I wanted to make that battery
pay, as I want to make all batteries pay,
their working expenses. Instead of hav-
ing a loss of £7,000 at the end of the
year I have been able to show a small
profit. I want to show the advantage of
having the sliding scale. In 1902 we
crushed 39,516 tons, and in 1903 19,283
tons, and the value of the increased
tonnage was only 1,050 ounces. We were
giving facilities for working low-grade
propositions, therefore we were doing srood
work when we organised the sliding scale.
In 1902 we only crushed 39,000 tous, and
in 1903, with the sliding scale, wo received
49,000 tons. That shows members how
the work was progressing. We have
heard a great deal in connection with the
charges at the cyanide plants. I was
very hopeful that I would be able to
reduce the charge for treatment from
10s. to Bs., because I think we should be
able to do the work for less. Woe have
heen able to make a profit on the cyanide
treatment, but there was a slight loss in
connection with the battery treatment.
In 1908 the revenue was .£49,215, while
the expenditure was £46,676, leaving o
credit balance on the year's operations of
£2,539; and, although we spent £2,000
in additions and improvements, thers wus
still this profit of £2,5639. During the
year we treated 32,369 tons of tailings at
10s. per ton, and the revenue we derived
was £16,184, which showed a profit of
£629. Taking our charge of 10s. a ton
for the 32,000 toms, the totul treatment
shows a profit for the 10s. per ton of
£629. In regard to the working of the
department, I want to point out as to
the regulations under the new Mining
Act that assistance is to be given to
prospectors by a prospecting area. Those
regulations have not yet heen completed.
I have not been able to get the regula.
tions from the Crown Law Department,
but I propose to allow a prospector to
tako up an area of 16 acres, and hold it
on a small fee for registration. He will
hold it for six months, and the warden
will have the option of granting him a
farther term of three wonths. The pro-
spector must comply with the proper
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labour covenants, and he will not |
allowed to crush any stone from the pr
perty without a permit from a Gover
ment officer. In the Phillips River di
trict we have given assistance, and tl
mewmber for Dundes, no matier ho
much he may oppose the Governmer
must admit that efforts are being made -
try and assist that district. Everythir
possible is being dome te try and assi
the prospectors of that field, and I ho
it will not be long before we get a smelt
at work at that place, and thus be ab
to realise on our ore and give the peop
a far greater impetus to work than the
have heen able to get in the past. Wor
hag been done in other districts. F
instance in the Kimberley districts v
have been putting wells all over the plac
and the people say that more work h:
been dowe there during the last !
months than in the preceding 12 yem
I am sending & 12-head battery to Null
gine to give the people some benefit fro
the public battery eystem. Publ
batteries bave been erected at Laverto
at Burtville, at Wyluna and Black Rang
and we are now sending a battery
Duketown and I hope it will soon be -
work. Out of the Mines Developme
Vote we are subsidising batterien own:
by private people. These batteries cru:
at the Government rates and we pay t!
owners a subsidy out of the Min
Development Vote. The subsidy isa fe
shillings on all stone crushed. In th
way we give facilities without having
erect. public batteries. At Mt. Morgun
the people are paying 10s. a ton f
crushing, and that amount the Gover
ment reduce. The crushing is carri
out according to the Government rule a;
everything similar to a Governme
battery applies.

Me. TayrLoRr: The public would svvn
have a public battery.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: TI
public usually express a great deal mio
satisfaction with a public battery th
with a private one; they feel mo
satistied that with public batteries the
is move benefit because they are afra
the owner of a private battery will %
and obtain a great proportion of ¢
profits which are not his by right.
claim that the public battery system
now a ;})Ironounced success, and I don
care what party goes into power, pr
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vision must be made on the Estimates to
carry on the system. All over the felds
the miners favour it. I have come to
the conclusion that there is no better or
more legitimate way of assisting our
mining people than by doing this. There
ig only one other matter I wish to speak
about, and that is I reference to remarks
made as to the Government paying the
expenses in connection with the Hicks-
Gregory case. In regard to this matter
I have no desire to go into the merits of
the case, and I have not heard anybody
yet say that T was wrong in the action
which I took in regard to the dismissal.

Mr. Moran: What did you say?

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: I
said that so far as I could judge the
general expression of opinion was that I
was quite right as to the dismissal. A
number of members are under the
impression that I should not have given
my reasons for the dismiseal to the Press,
but that J should have stayed my hand
and not carried out the dismissal until
members had heard the reason; but
members will recollect that that dismissal
pccurred when Parliament was not sitting.

Me. Dagrisa: What month ?

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I
think it was io April; Parliament met in
Tuly.

Mg, Moran : T)id you win the case?

Taz MINISTER FOR MINES: No;
the hon. member knows quite well why
the case was not won. There was a, libel,
wd * the greater the truth the greater the
ibel.” The libel was this, that I stated
when I visited the fields that I had heard
~umours that this gentleman bad been in
she habit of borrowing wnoney from miners
ind other pecple and that justice was not
ilways done. That is the libel I gave to
‘he Press, the statement that I beard that
-umour, and the words that justice was
10t always done. I gave my reasous for
he dismissal after that. Those reasons
vere fully borne out by the evidence and
he strictures by the Chief Justice. I
thould be sorry to discoss the merits so
ar as the dismissal is concerned hecause
- do not wish to go farther in that matter,
mt I wish to explain to members why I
uve information to the Press. Hon.
nembers must know that as Minister for
dines I occupied a peculiar position. It
3 not only a departmental position but a
udicial position that T hold. There are
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appeals to me on many matters, such as
labour covenants orthe forfeiture of alease.
The power as to these matters is reserved
under the Mines Act to the Minister for
Mines, and I have to act judicially; so
when a question of forfeiture came before
me and I did not concur in the warden’s
recommendation—for instance, if a war-
den recommended forfeiture and I did
forfeit, or if he recommended no forfeiture
and I did forfeit—it was necessary for
my own vindication to give information
why I forfeited or why I did not forfeit;
and I was in the habit of giving the Press
my reasons, and I assumed that in these
matters I was privileged. T find out now
that if a case for forfeitume cowmes to me,
no matter what strong recommendation
may be made, L cannot give my reasons
to the Press. That would be impossible
F(I;:‘:I because the reasons would amount to
ibel.

Mz. Moran : Why should the Minister
ha.ve‘:? a right which no private citizen
has

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: I
know I made a mistake in giving in-
formation to the Press. In regard to
thiz important matter, the dismiasal of a
warden, I had been attacked in the local
Press. I was attacked by the Cue news-
paper, and I thought it was only right
when T took smeh a drastic step as to
recommend the dismissal of a high official,
such as a warden, that T was in duty
bound to take the public into my con-
fidence and explain the reasons why I
dismissed him. That is the mistake I
made, not in giving the reasons but in
prefucing them by the remarks that T
had heard certain rumours and in all cages
justice was not done.

Mr. Moran: Don't you think it a
wise law P It prevents a man maligning
his enemies.

Tar MINISTER FOR MINES: I do
not think the hon. member is justified in
saying that about “ maligning enemies.”

Mg. Morax: You would not advocate
protecting a Minister all the time he was
in office ¥

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I do
not think the hon. member is right in
making a statement ubout a man malign-
ing his enemies. I was uot prompted by
feelings of enmity at all.

Mz. Moran: I was not thinking of
your case at all.
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Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: I
am glad of that, beeause I had no feelings
at all. My colleagues are satisfied about
that. I did what no other person might
do; I gave to this gentleman a copy of
my minnte which I had written, and I
asked the Qabinet to allow him to be
present to hear that minute read, and to
explain to them his rensons and what he
could put forward to prevent his dis-
missal. I tried to aci towards him as
honourably and fairly as I could. I felt
that he was no longer fitted to occupy the
position ; that he must leave the service
of the State; and I think [ acted towards
him a8 fairly as possible. At the same
time, when I feund that a wman occupying
such & position would accept what I
looked upon as & present from those who
had to come before him, I felt quite
satisfied that he waes no longer fit to
occupy such a high judicial position. T
am sorry to have to make these remarks;
but I wish to put myself right with
members here. 1 can assure them there
wag on my part no bias nor animus of any
kind. T placed before Cabinet the infor-
mation I had received, and my colleagues
ware fully informed by me of all the
matters in guestion. As to what has
been said in this debate by members
opposite (the Labour party), we have
heard the wmember for Hannans (Mr
Nelson) on what is termed the Labour
caucus or the pledge; we have heard the
member for Coolgardie (Dr. Ellis), who
says that the Tabour party want fo
represent the State—a docirine beauti-
fni)ly exemplified by the members for
Fremantle (Mr. Needham) and North
Fremantle (Mr. Bolton), who talked about
the need for finishing their barbour,
their dock, and their railway workshops.

Mzx. Dacrisga: The member for North
Fremantle has not opened his mouth.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: The
member for Hannans was very eloguent
last night.
pledge he became quite enthusiastic, and
pointed out how universal was the in-
fluence of trades unions. But what about
the Labour wmembers in the British
House of Commons? Have they en-
thusiastically taken up this pledge ¥

MRg. Tavror: The positions are not
identical.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: Yet
our Labour members cull this democracy!

When dealing with the :
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They represent the people? They rep
sent the unions. What about ¢
Political Lubour party ? Let us see he
their democratic members work, in r
district for instance. A nuwmber of peoj
outside the unions were induced to jo
the Political Labour party, and
commit themselves, once they joined th
pacty, to voting for the selected can
date, no matter whom—a Chinaman or
blackfellow.

Tee PreMIER: And we can gee t
shocking results.

Mr. Dacrisn: We have never yet se
in & blackfellow.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES:
protest against the effort by the Politic
Labour party to come between the elec
and the ballot box.

Mr. HonmMan: What about the pos
votes ?

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES:
believe there have been all sorts
rumours about postal votes.

Tue PreEmier: At Black Range a
Sonthern Cross, for instance. The wor
instance was at Southern Cross.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: Mea
bers of the Political Labour party, befe
they Imow who the candidate is,
pledged either by their unions or by 1
Political Labour y to vote for |
selected candidate before they hear eitl
him or his opponents. Yet they call &]
democracy !

Lasovr MEmBer: We do not ace
you of being democratic.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES:
defy anybody in this Chamber except
chief to point to any legislation m.
democrafic than that I bhave broug
forward ; and my work has secured t
approbation of the democracy of Menzi

Mr, Moran: Had you not to fig
against other bodies than the Polit
Labour party?

Toe MINISTER FOR MINES: Y.
and I wanaged to beat them all. I
my part, I elaim to have shown as mu
democracy in this House as uny meml
on the other side, and to have de
better work than any of them in t
canee of democracy. But T do object
a monopoly, whether held by the trac
unions or by the capitalists. As
instance of the latter, let us take
State of Moutana, where a big trou
occurred in the copper mines. One w
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beld all the copper mines in the district,
closed them down, turned 10,000 men out
of work, and practically paralysed all the
industries of that State. That was an
instance of capitalistic monopoly. Take
the history of the telluride trouble at
Cripple Creek, and the terrible results of
the strikes there. That is an instance of
the domination of unionism; and the
sawme results will follow here if the trades
unions are allowed to dominate Parlia-
ment, Parliament will then be domi-
nated, not by the so-called Labour party,
for they are no more a Labour party than
we are. I claim that the gentlemen who
sit on the Government side of the House
are harder workers and more representa-
tive of the labour of Western Australia
than are those who sit in Opposition.
‘We do not represent, and have no desire
to represent, trades unionism ; but T say
that in ten years the labours of Walter
James will be more highly spoken of than
those of membera opposite ; and that he
will be looked on as the hero of Western
Australia, when the whole of the so-called
Labour members are forgotten.

Mz. E. P. HENSHAW (Collie): I
welcome this opportunity of expressing
my opinions as to the Address-in-reply
and the amendment. I am in accord
with the sentiments expressed by our
leader and by the member for Hannang
(Mr. Nelson). I intend to take this
opportunity of dealing with matters
incidental to the recent elections and
to the administration of the present
Government, I do soin all seriousness.
I wish to criticise the administration,
and to leave along extraneous maticrs.
During the recent elections our party were
attacked from many quarters, principally
by the Premier, when he delivered what
he called his policy speech in the Queen’s
Hall. That speech was mainly devoted
to slandering the Labour party, and
endeavouring to place them in a false
position. We have also seen the Premier
on the eve of a general election touring
the country with a plea of becoming more
closely acquainted with the electors. To
me it seems strange that such an oppor-
tunity should have been taken by the
Premier just on the eve of the elections.
However, there is one complaint I have
to make in conwection with that picnic
which the Premier and some of s col-
leagues had, that at various ecentres they

[3 Avcosr, 1904.]

Third day. 111

distributed what are known as “sops,”
granted with a view to influencing the
electors. Ministers from their position
of power were prepared to give away the
funds of this State to win supporters.

Mivisteriarn MemBER: Why not
enumerate the sops ?

Mz, HENSHAW: I will enumerate
one, and one that T say is a discredit to
any Minister of the Crown, let alone the
Premier. I have here a clipping from a
paper published I believe in Pilbarra,
containing a telegram sent by the Premier
to the people of that district. It readsas
follows : —

Intention of Government in connection with
the Pilbmrra railway remains as past session.
After survey has been made, data obtained,
applications will be called for construction to
Government spocifications and for working,
‘We to guarantee interest on gross cost, to
regulate rates, and to have the option of re-
purchase. We have sent geologista to report,
and pushed on survey with those objects in
view, und have in two years taken more proe-
tical action towards meeting your wants than
for the past ten years.

Tue PrEmMIER: Quite true, Where is
the sop? I told the House that.

Mr. HENSHA W: The telegram
eonciudes - —

The Labour party have declared against
borrowing, and will not do as much for you
as we have done and are doing.

Tug Premier: Where is the sop ?

M. HENSHAW : I contend that this
wire was sent just prior to the election,
with a view to assisting the candidature
of Mr. Isdell; and I complain of that.
I complain also of the fact that just prior
to the elections the Premier, in one of
his noted speeches at Kalgoorlie, distri-
buted enother sop there in the form of a
promise of the reduction of fares and
freights, with a view to assisting the
candidature of his own supportersin that
district. During this debate we have
heard the Premier claiming credit for the
liberal legislation placed wupon the
statute book within the last three years.
I believe he claims considerable credit for
passing the amended Arbitration Act,
and he deserves considerable credit for
it; but I say he cannot take all the
credit, becauge it is members of the
YLabour party who for years pasi have
been fighting for that principle, men
who popularised the measure; and when
it was popularised and public opinion
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was strong enough to enable the Premier
to place that Aet on the statute book,
then he gave effect to our wishes. I give
him full credit for what he has done;
but I ask him not to forget the sacrifices
that workers in this State have made in
popularising the principle.

Tae Premier: Did I not urge it in
Parliament before it was heard of outside
the House ¥ Do not forget that.

Me. Tavior: It was heard of before
you were born.

Mr. HENSHAW: I differ from the
Premier. Before any reference was made
by hLim to this subject, men had been
making sacrifices in various towns in this
8tate, and had been deprived of employ-
ment because they dared on public
platforms to ask for such a measure. T
wish to speak of a matter concerning the
administration of our laws. "We have
on the statute book a liberal measure
known as the Truck Act. Why has it
not been put into operation? How is it
that thousands of the wealth producers
of this State have been allowed to suffer
disabilities by the non.working or the
non-administration of that Aet? Can the
Premier tell us that ?

Tee Premier: Under the Truck Act
the offences are punished at the inatance
of the individuala who suffer—not by
the Government. Any person who 1s
aggrieved can lay an information—not the
Government. How can the Government
prove that there is a grievance if there be
no information laid ?

Mz. HENSHAW : I cannot leave my
friend the Premier go without another
shot at him. 1 would like to refer tothe
dust he liberally threw in the eyes of
the electors during the last elections.
[MemBER : *“ Bird-lime.”] At Cool-
gardie on the 30th March the Premier
19 reported to have said “that he did
not beliove in a land tax, nor in putting
any more taxes on the pecple; the cus-
tomas tariff fell on every individual and
was quite sufficient.” At Donnybrook 1
had the pleasure of hearing the Premier
laugh to scorn the Labour party for daring
to propose to change the incidence of tax-
ation by substituting a tax on unimproved
values of land for the present system.

Tae Preuier: I would laugh that to
scorn if they dared to do it.

Mzr. HENSHAW : The Premier also
laughed to scorn the Labour party for
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affirming the ingome tax. Within a few
days of that, on the 10th June, at East
Fremantle, the Premier is reported to
have said: “In view of the diminution
of the revenue through the operation
of the sliding-scale, additional tazation
would be necessary, and then an income
tax would be imposed.” This is the dust
that has been thrown in the eyes of the
electors, and yet we see the Premier rise
on thie floor in a fit of righteousness and

| -agk that the battle be fought out on fair-

minded lines. The Premier has stated
on this floor that be desired to ses the
issue put clearly to the people. Is that
putting the issue clearly to the people,
with ome policy in one district and an
ol:iposit.e policy in another 7 That is not
all.

Tae PremMier: What abont the hon.
member’s policy of Collie coal and the
licy of the member for Coolgardie ?

Mp. HENSHAW : Again I want to
make a serious complaint about the ad-
ministration of the Electoral Act. One
remarkable thing I noticed was that the
officers appointed to issue postal ballot
papers in the electorate I was contesting
were chosen almost without exception
from the moest extreme supporters, the
committes men of my opponent. Now I
saw there was something very wrong in
the administration of that Act, and I
immediately journeyed to Perth and
pointed it out to the Chief Returning
Officer; but he was not prepared to take
any action. If administration such as
that is allowed to go by without rebuke,
our ballot system, which has been fought
for and dearly obtained, will soon
become an object of distrust and con-
tempt. I have gone farther in this
matter. Many cowplaints bhave been
made to me directly of these officers
soliciting votes and 1nfluencing voters,
although it is contrary to the Act. There
have been men filling these responsible
offices who have stood at the doorways of
polling booths influencing voters and
telling them how to vote. I put this
matter clearly before the Chief Returning
Officer; Y gave him specific instances of
it; but he has declined to do anything in
the matter. [ bope later on we shall
have an opportunity of dealing with that
matter. Now, I take it that the Ministry
are condemned by their own actions.
There are many members here who were
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in the last Parliament, and who will
remember to their sorrow the disgraceful
introduetion of the Collie-Cardiff alias
Collie-Collie Boulder Railway Bill. We
know how that was sprung on the House
by one of the present Mimsters. It was
introduced on the second reading abso-
lutely without any justification. I have
Hansard here.

Me. Moran: The late Minister for
Works (Houn. C. H. Rason) knows some-
thing about it.

Me. HENSHAW : Yes; I should like
to refer to that second reading :—

CorLiE To CoLLiE-Bourpzr RaiLway BiLr.
Second Reading (moved).

Tee MinisTEr ror Woras (Hon. C, H.
Ragon) : In moving the second reading of this
short measure, I desire to point out that the
Bill provides for a continuation of the existing
Collie line for e distance of some 5§ miles
southward. The estimated cost of the line is
£16,000. Not only will this extension develop
the coal industry, but members will be aware
that the two mines, the Collie Proprietary and
the Wallsend, having amalgamated, there
oxists at the present time practically & mone-
poly of the output of coal at the Collie. At
the Collis-Bounlder— [ the supposed terminusof
this line]—to which 1t is songht to extend this
line, there undoubiedly exist good seams of
coal of first-class quality; ond it will be
apparent to the House, seeing how large con-
sumers of this coal the Government are, that
it ia highly deesirable we should bring other
collieries into competition with the existing
one. I bhave little hesitation in commending
this short measure to the House, and I beg to
move that it be read s second time.
Naturally enough this provoked a good
deal of comment, and the member for West.
Perth (Mr. Moran) was not backward in
following the Minister. I believe the
most caustic remarks were delivered by
the member for Murchison ut that time
(Mr. Nanson).

Tue MiINisTER FOR WORKS :
Labour party supported it.

Mr. HENSHAW : The complaint was
that there was no information given at
the introduction of the Bill. I will
admit there was a slight justification for
the construction of the line—the only
one given by the Minister—and that was
that at the Collie Boulder, to which it
was said to extend, there were good
seams of conl. Would it surprise the
House to know that not one ton of coal
has been obtained from the mine? That
£16,000 was spent to obtain accommoda-
tion for the mine from which not one ton

The
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of conl has been obtained. I take the
same stand as the member for West
Perth and the member for Murchizon did
on that occaston. There was a want of
informatian to justify their proposal.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORES : Your
«colleagues did not.

Mr. HENSHAW : They may not
have dope so. I am dealing with the
Ministers at the present time. I complain
that there was no information given to
the House in connection with that Bill.

Tre MinistEr ror Lawps : Will
the hon. member read the veport of the
select committee on that question ?

Mgz. Morax : That would not improve
it.

Mr. HENSHAW : I should like to
point ont that while this matter was
under discussion the member for
Murchison referred to a report given by
Mr. Palmer two days after the introduc-
tion of the Bill, pointing out that there
was no supervision over the line, although
the line had been under way for about
three months. Although it has been
opened for something over twelve montha,
the Government dare nol carry passengers
over it.

Tae Preumizr: Passengers are con-
stantly carried over it every day.

Mr. HENSHAW : I have endeavoured
to get carriage over that line and could
not. I have seen men dismount at Collie
and walk half a mile over the dangeroua
gronnd.

TeE PrEmier: That dangerous part
is not part of this line. It is the old
Proprietary line. Not one inch of that
Yine which came under this Bill 1s
dangerous, and the hon. member knows
it. He should not mislead the House.

Mr. HENSHAW : I say half a mile
is dangerous.

Tae MinisTer FoR Lawps :
nothing of the kind.

Me. Dacrisa: I rvise to a point of
order. The Premierig accusing & member
of deliberately misleading the House. I
think the hon. member is out of order in
making a charge like that, and I ask
that he be ordered to withdraw it.

Tue Premiee: The hon. member
made a statement that since the railway
authorised by the Bill has been con-
structed no passenger has been carried
on it. The statement is absclutely in-

It is
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correct. I must say that. If the state-
ment is improper I withdraw it.

Mz. Daormse: The Premier accused
the member of misleading the House.

Tae Premies: If T said so, I shall
withdraw it.

Tae SpEAEER: I think the statement
igin order. I must ask hon. members to
refrain from interjections when a new
member is addressing the House.

Mr. HENSHAW : T was saying that
I have gone to the Collie station and
asked for a ticket to the terminal point,
Cardiff; and I have been told to walk
along the line, through the yard and over
on open bridge, and to wait there until
the train came. On another oceasion I
got into a train and was told I would
have to sign an indemmity form if I
desired to travel over portion of the line.
Day by day I have seen people waiting
at a point haelf a mile from the Collie
station.

Tae MinisTER For Lanps: The hon,
member's statement is correct to a certain
extent, but that is not portion of the
railway covered by the Bill.

M=z. HENSHAW: That makes the
position worse. Why was not the Bill
mtroduced as the Proprietary-to-Cardiff
line and not as the Collie-to-Collie-
Boulder line? T reiterate the statement
that the Collie-Cardiff line is under-
mined for a distance of something like
hulf-a-mile, and that passengers who
desire to use the outer section of it have
to traverse that line and an open bridge,
a very dangerous place. The present
Minister for Works has evidently con-
doned all this.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORES :
Labour party condoned it.

Mre, HENSHAW : I take it that the
Minister for Works agrees with what I
Ay,

Tae Minister For Works: I shall
tell the hon. member later on what I do.

Mg. HENSHAW : I am satisfied that
actions speak louder than words. What
I complain of at the present time is this.
We all know that the Act for the con-
struction of the Collie-Narrogin line has
passed this Hoase, and many of us know
that the permanent survey has been
undertaken and that a good few miles of
the first portion of it are complete. The
present Minister for Works has had
this survey made over the dangerous

The
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ground. He bas admitted, in fact, that
this line I have been alluding to is
unsafe. He desires to duplicate is. This
duplication is to form portion of the
Collie-Narrogin line. This line, instead
of taking a course direct to Narrogin, is
going away from Narrogin, traversing
damgerous ground, thus making the
length of line greater than it would be
under ordinary circumstances, and it is
increasing the cost of it. I take it that
it is my duty to protest against that kind
of loose administration. The Minister
for Mines knows full well the northern
boundary of the coalfield. He knows
that within a few chains of this Collie-
Cardiff line, or the Proprietary-Boulder
line, whichever they like to call it, there
is 1o coal. He lknows that the line is
running parallel with the outerop of the
coal, and it is patent to everyone who
knows the district that a shorter and
safer route can be obtained than the
present Government are proposing.

Tee MinisTer ror Works: What
route are the Government proposing?
You looked through the papers, so you
can perhaps inform members.

Mr. BENSHAW: I have looked
through the papers and found the engineer
has recommended, and the Minister for
Works has adopted, the first section of
that line going over the dangerous ground
between the Collie and the Proprietary,
which members of the Government have
just complained about.

Tee MiviereEr ror Works: What
engineer ?

Mr.HENSHAW : The Chief Engineer,
Mr. Palmer.

Tae MinisTEr ror WorEs: Recom-
mended which one ?

Mzx. HENSHAW : He recommended
that the starting point of that line be
at Collie station, thence to somewhere
between the Collie-Burn and the Collie-
Cardiff Jeases, with a grade of 1 in 80,

Tae Minmsrer ror Works: Is that
the only report ?

Me. HENSHAW: The only one, I
believe, which has any direct bearing,
and the one you have adopted. What I
am complaining about is that this proposi-
tion of the present Grovernment is to take
@ line over ground which is undermined.

Tar PrEmier: You suggest that the
Engineer-in-Chief does not know his
business ?
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Mr. HENSHAW : The proposal is to
take the line over ground which is under-
mined, and if the present line is unsafe,
this new line, which is within a few feet
of it in places, is equally dangerous. The
Government have gone to great expense
in having that field tested, und they have
proof that within a few chains of the
existing line there is ground which does
not carry coal. If there are any Min-
isters present who know this district, they
kuow very well that, by going round the
northern side of the Wallsend and the
Proprietary mines, they can escape the
ground which is undermined, and they
can get a more direct route without any
engineering difficulty.

Ter MirisTER FoR WORES: Are you
open to an appointment as an engineer ?

Me. HENSHAW : If this is a sample
of your cngineering, I say God help you.
I owe my return to the maladministration
of the present Government in that elec-
torate. If it were not for instances
innumerable, like this, perbaps I might
not have been here, but I believe my pre-
sence here is a protest against that sort
of thing. I recognise that if the present
Government are going to make the
Collie-Narrogin line as costly us it bas
been at the start, the line will not be
built,

Tue PrEMIEr : Will you defend Collie
eoal from the attacks of the member for
Coolgardie ? That is an industry well
represented. You ought to know all
about it.

Mz, HENSHAW : A few days ago I
bad the satisfaction, or duty I suppose
you would call it, of attending a deputa-
tion to the Premier, and I noticed when
one of our speakers stood up the Premier
continnally badgered him, trying to throw
him off hig thread of discourse ; and then
later on, when the Premier waa holding
forth, he rebuked our leader for interject-
ing. I hope I shall be allowed to conclude
without being diverted in uny way.

TeE PREMIER: You were sent to this
House to defend Collie coal.

De. Ervis: Do you think it requires
defence ? I thought the Minister would
defend it.

Me. HENSHAW : With regard to this
I would just like to read the report
given by Mr. Palmer. It may be some
satisfaction to the Minister for Works to
hear it, and perhaps the House will under-
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stand more clearly why I am protesting
wgainst this maladministration. The
report of the Engineer, dated 5th March,
1904, says:—

Seeing the Collie-Uardif line ia bumilt on
grades of 1 in 40, and it is undermined, and to
remedy effects would cost about £8,000, it
would be better to abandon the present spur
line and utilise the materials on the new line in
preference to using the former.

And he further recommends, I repent,
that the starting point be at Collie station,
thence to somewhere between the Collie-
Burn and the Collie-Cardiff leases, with a
grade of 1 in 80. This section of the
survey, as I said before, is completed. It
is going over ground which is undermined;
it 15 going over that portion of the field
which carries the best coal and at a very
shallow depth, and if that line is built,
disaster will follow. There are places not
very many chains away from this parti-
cular place where the surface of the earth
has gone down, carrying trees with it.
Yot the Gtovernment are seriously pro-
posing to traverse this coal mining coun-
try. Tae reason I protest is because they
can find a direct route away from the
coal-bearing country, a few chains from
it, and I think I should be failing in my
duty if I did not bring this before the
House. Some months ago the Trades
and Labour Council, of which I have the
honour to be a member, dared to criticise
the construction of the public buildings
that were being supervised by the present
Treasurer. We had to reiterate this
charge; we bad to push it, and at last we
were asked to name specific cases of dis-
creditable work. We enumerated some-
thing like 24. 'We pointed out the dis.
creditable nature of the work in the
Supreme Court buildings, and we asked
to have a commission of inquiry about it.

TeE PrEmMIER: Are there not some
others ?

Mr. HENSHAW: Yes, and I will
deal with that presently, We asked for
a commission of inquiry to be appointed,
and after a deal of agitation it was
appointed. The commission made an
investigation, and I undertake to say
it considered that our charges, or a large
percentage of them, were fully substan-
tiated.

Tee PrEmMiEr: Nothing of the kind.

Me. HENSHAW : Asa practical man
who has bad a big experience in the con-
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struction of buildings, I can tell the
Treasurer and the Ministry that the
Supreme Court buildings are a disgrace
to the town. A practical tradesman who
goes through there would get sore eyes
on viewing the disereditable work. Can
the Minister defend the act of placing
these cover boards over electric light
wires in the building ?

Tae PrEMiEr: Is that o matter for
the Minister to see to?

Mr. HENSHAW : If there were only
a few items like this, I think it would be
my place to keep quiet and render some
assistance, but I see this sort of thing
going on io so many cases. 1 have
drawn attention to the scandalons work
on the Coolgardie Water Works and the
reticulation pipes. The attention of the
Government wag publicly drawn to the
evasion of the specifications in relation
to the manufacture of pipes and hydrants
and other items. The flanges of the
hydrants were supposed to be wachined,
ao that the two would come together and
fit well. Ibstead of that, these things
were turned out in the rough and sent to
the goldfields. These joints will not
stand, and whoever administers the work
there will have considerable trouble in
the future. I challenge the Minister or
anyone else to investigate this. I know
also that there were imspectors of these
works supposed to be passing pipes. As
soon as knock-off time came those men
got away; I am speaking of the in-
gpectors. They were no sooner away
than these pipes which had been passed
were smuggled back, and those that were
condemned and taken away put back in
their place. The following morning the
good pipes were passed for the second
time, and the condemned pipes smuggled
away to the fields. That has been made
public, and no action has been taken,

Tae TreasvrBe: It is wrong to say
that unless you can prove it.

Mr. HENSHAW : Ithink the Premier
.is in the wrong situation altogether. He
ie out of his element on that side of the
House, The Premier framed a policy,
the principles of which were taken from
the platform of the Labour party, and
qualified; but although they are quali-
fied, hus the Premier any hope of ever
putting them into effect ? Can he depend
upon some of the conservative members
on that (Government) side of the Bouse
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toassist him? I can only illustrate the
position by a little anecdote that was
told by Senator Pearce. He was refer-
ring to a person who went to Ameries, I
believe with the idea of lagsoing bulls,
The lassoer tied one end of the rope
round his waist, and the other he threw
on the bull. He caught the bhull, and
was dragged over all sorts of rough
places, and when u friend asked hrm
where he was going to, he replied, “ Ask
the bull”” Supposing the Premier had &
majority on that side of the House, he
would be in the same position as that
person who lassoed the bull.

Tee Premier: Which would you
rather be, a man or a bull P

Mr. HENSHAW : There is cohesion
op this side. T am not lassoed yet, at
any rate. I would like members to
consider the possibility of the members
for Claremont, South Perth, Wellington,
Murray, Toodyay and Sussex supporting
the policy of the Premier as announced.
Is such a thing possible as his party
giving effect to it? T do not think so.

Mr. FouLkes: We are free; you are
not.

Mr. HENSHAW: In regard to that
interjection that they are free and we are
not, there is not much in it. The position
in which I am in I have entered volun.
tarily. I subscribed my name to the
principles of the party because I am not
ashamed of them, and I wish to give
effect to those principles. Our party
hold meetings, we call them caucuses,
members can call them committees or
whutever they like.  Roads boards,
muanicipal councils, and all bodies must
sit in committee to give effect to their
principles. It is the only business-like
way of dealing with matters, aud because
our opponenis have not cohesion in their
ranks they like to ridicule our position.
I now come to a question that has caused
me a good deal of heart-burning. I wish
to lay an indictment against the Attorney
General, and I hope he will take the
matter in a very serious manner, as
others who are suffering are doing at
the present time. The indictment which
I lay against the Attorney General is a
want of justice to the wealth producers
who are being penalised at the present
time by a misinterpretation of the
Arbitration Act. Isay that the Attorney
(eneral is standing idly by seeing this
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unjuat treatment meted out to thousands
of the wealth producers; and he is
turping the question aside by saying
that these people are disappointed liti-
gants. We know full well that when the
Arbitration Act was put upoun the statute
book it was placed there for the purpose
of bringing ubout industrial peace in the
place of industrial chaos or anurchy. We
know full well how the House fought on
the question of the minimaum number of
workers to be recognised. The House
determined that 15 should be the least
pumber of workers to receive any status by
that Act. We know that nonassociated
workers, or even Dbodies of workers
less than 15, were not recognised. As
the secretary of a umion who has had
& good deal of experience in that court, I
should like to relate the injustice meted
out to us. Although the Act recognises
associations only, disputes referred to
that court during the last two years have
been thrown back in our teeth, and
recognition has heen given to non-
agsociated workers who have buwen placed
in that position that they could deter-
mine the wages and the conditions under
which the workers of the State are to live,

TrE MiN1sTER FOR WORES : An awful
thing, is it not!

Mr. HENSHAW: It is an awful
thing that men outside the ranks of
physical workers eannot appreciate. If
the member for Greenough had to work
with his hands for eight or nine hours a
day——

Mr. Gorpow : Only eight, no nine: we
won't have that here.

Mzr. HENSHAW: If some of the
members of the Government had to toil
for eight or nine hours a duy physically,
and had their pay reduced in some cases
by 25 per cent., they would not take the
matter quite so smilingly as they are
doing now.

Tee Premier: You are trying to do
it now, a greater reduction than that.

Mr. HENSHAW: To establish our
contention that we have not been treated
justly, that the principles of the Act have
been departed from, that a condition of
anurchy has been created, I should like
to follow the history of one case through
the Conciliation Board and the Arbitra-
tion Court, and then compare that case
with one that travelled throngh the New
Zealand Court. I shall draw members’

[3 Aveust, 1904.]

Third day. 117

attention to an address made by Mr.
B. B. Wise, the gentleman who framed the
New Bouth Wales Act and carried it
through the Parliament of that State,
and then I will ask ihe Premier if we
wre disappointed litigants. The first
cage that was referred to the Conciliation
Board was dealt with pretty fully.
Evidence was brought to bear on the
evils of freedom of contract, with the
result that the board stipulated that
piecework (thatis in our trade freedom of
contract) beabolished, and that carpenters
and joiners he employed on the daywork
system. If plecework had been regulated
we would have had no complaint to make
about it. As members very well know,
the recommendations of the Conciliation
Board have not been accepted in all cases.
It has been a rare thing for the recom-
mendations of the board to be accepted.
The case to which I am calling attention
was referred then to the court, and the
court heard evidence afresh, and the
award again stipulated that piecework
be abolished and that carpenters and
joiners be employed on the daywork
system. Again, Section 85 of the Arbitra-
tion Act states that no award shall be
altered without the application of the
parties to it. Yet we witnessed an
alteration to an award when the parties
to thataward had not entered the court,
and had never made any application.
The alteration to the award 1 referred to
just now reads as follows:—* The work
shall be done on a piece, and there shall
be no interference with the freedom of
the master or men from the contract.”
In other words the individuals who
received no recognition under the Act
have the right to regulate the conditions
under which the men in the wvarious
trades are to work, and we, the associated
workers, were ordered not to interfere
To bear out our contention that these
individual workers were not recognised by
the Act, I will quote briefly the remarks
of Mr. Bernard R. Wise, who says:—

The underlying principle of the Act is that
an induetrial dispute ie a public nuisance
which ought to be restrained by the State like
any other breach of the peace. Differences
between capital and labour can mnever be
fought out at the sole expense of the com-
batants, but cawnse the greatest hardship to
innocent victims— to the women, who, as the
strike proceceds, see their homes stripped of
every article which makes a home; to the
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tradesmen, who are driven into bankruptey
through giving an enforced credit to the men
on strike; to the children, who grow up with
seads of disease implanted by starvation, to be
a burden to & future generation; and to all in
on gver-widening circle who, in the mysterious
interdependence of modern commerce, are
affected by the dislocation of any industry.

He goes on to say:—

Granting, then, that the object aimed at is
desirable, the question becomes one of method.
Ie it possible to substitute for the cruel, bar-
barous, and wasteful method of the strike or
lockout the humane, peaceful, and reasonable
method of judicial determination? Those who
have passed this Act believe that the answer to
thia question must be in the negative so long
a8 the idea prevails that each employer ought
to be at liberty to make what terms he pleases
with hig workmen individually.

There we are borne out by Mr. Wise,
who T contend is an authority who can-
not be disputed. As farther evidence of
our contention, we can follow a similar
case through the Conciliation Board, the
Arbitration Court, and the Full Court of
New Zealand. The Chief Justice of New
Zealand, in delivering judgment in re-
gard to the appeal on the question of
preference and other matters, gives the
position clearly as to nonassociated
workers and recoguoition by the Act. He
says: —

[n construing this Act the aim of the
statute cannot be ignored. It does not, as I
have said. propose to provide a means of
sottling disputes between employers snd non-
asgociated workmen. It has created a board
in every district, and a court to settle disputes
between associated workmen on the one side,
and assicinted or single employers on the
other. “ Industrial matters,” as de-
fined in the statute, seem to me to include
every kind of dispute that can arise between
an employer and his workman. All contracts
regarding labour are controlled, and may be
modified or ahrogated. The court can make
the agreement that is to exiat hetween the
workmen and employer. It abrogates the
right of workmen and employers to make their
own confracts. The only way the Ach
can he rendered inoperative is by workmen not:
associating, . For ms has been said,
the statute cannot deal with unassociated
workmen. . . For the reasons I have
given, I am of the opinion that the Court of
Arbitration can, it it chnoses, give the pre-
ference mentioned ; therefore the appesl must
be dismissed.

Ne recognition is given to nonassociated
workers, yet we have the court departing
from the precedent laid down. The posi-
tion is simply this: these wealth pro-
ducers have asked that their principles be
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placed upon the statute book, they have
agreed to forego their right to strike, and
have asked for bread and the court has
given them stones.

Tre Mivister Fok Worgs: What do
you suggest.

Mr. HENSHAW: I ask for proper
administration. During nearly two years
of industrial turmei! and anarchy, the
Ministry have been drawing their salaries
and doing nothing. The Ministry have
sat idly by and seen the conditions under
which thousands of wealth producers
have been ill-treated and discouraged, yet
the Grovernment have taken no action.

Tas Miwxister ror Works: The
Ministry cannot dismiss a Judge.

Mr. HENSHAW : It is not a matter
of dismissing a Judge. Tt is a remarkable
thing that although it is nearly two vears
since we first raised a protest, none of
the daily newspapers have combated our
contention, yet we are borue out by legal
authorities in New South Wales and by
precedents laid down by the Arbitration
Court and the Full Court of New Zealand.
We have justice on our side, and I say
that the present Ministry have failed
miserably i their duty. They have seen
men labouring under these disabilities
and have remalned silent. They are doing
so at the present time, and confess their
helplessness.

Tae MinisTer ror Works: Suggest
a remedy.,

Mg. HENSHAW : I take it thal the
party on this side are not desirous of
obtaining office, but wish to give effect
to their principles. Although we may
not succeed we shall do more than the
present Administration have done; we
shall attempt something to remedy this
matter. We were deluged with figures
a little earlier in the day by the member
for Coolgardie, and I believe most mem-
bers realise that the figures relating
to the Collie ecal industry are mostly
unreliable. I do not intend to deal with
the contentions raised by thehon. member,
but I pointout that ke practically attacked
the Parliament and not the Administra-
tion for their action in the past in extend-
ing support to the Collie coal industry.
I do not think this an opportune time to
discuss the matter; but had the question
been impartinlly examnined by the mem-
ber for Coolgardie, he would have told
the House that the local product had
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reduced the price of the Newecastle coal,
in round figures by something like 10s. per
ton, and further he would have mentioned
the revenoe derived by rent and royalties ;
and if the decreased price had been
set against the fgures the hon. member

quoted, I honestly think we should have’

seen that the State, instead of subsidising
the local industry, has been reaping an
immense advantage by the decrease in
price. However, I do not now intend to
go into that, because I hope in the near
future to deal thoroughly with the coal
c{uestion. I agree with the hon. member
that this industry has been tinkered with
since its inception; I am just as anxious
as he to see it put on a proper basis; and

“u8 I intend to ask the House on the first

opportunity to agree to placing it on such
a bagis, I am satisfied that I shall get
the co-operation of the hon. member,

Dr. Exus: Hear, hear; anything for
straight work.

Mgp. A. J. H. WATTS (Northam): I
must express my surprise that no mention
of the Electoral Actororits administration
18 made in the Governor's Speech, though
there has been so much dissatisfaction
with that administration, particularly as
to postal voting. The Premier and many
other speakers have told ns they are dis-
satisfied with the administration of the
Act and with the results that have
attended voting by post; yet though we
find this dissatisfaction exhibited where-
ever we have had a contested election,
condemnation has been reserved for a
Labour sympathiser or a supposed Labour
sympathiser, who hag been sacrificed on
the altar of the country to satisfy the
demands of justice. It has been re-
marked that one officer has unjustly
used his position; and the Premier
asked in an interjection whether another

. speaker bad heard of the case of that

officer. Now we have heard that Minis.
terial supporteras have grossly abused the
rights and privileges which they enjoyed
as officers taking postal votes; yet this
man alooe has been prosecuted ; he alone
hos been held up to public opprobrinm.
Though much has been said as to can-

- vassing for votes, we have an infinitely

worse matter in the system of voting by
post. So far as I can see, canvassing for
votes is simply helping electors who wish
to vote by giving them farther facilities
for voting. But there is a gross abuse
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of this Act which I have not heard men-
tioned, namely that it is possible for an
employer of labour to stand over his men
while voting, to see for whom they vote,
and to use his position to compel them to
vote as he wishes.

Mg. Tuomas: That ig not correct.

Me. WATTS: There is nothing to
hinder anyone from watching a postal
voter sign the name of the candidate for
whom he votes in the presence of the
officer entitled to take postal votes. I
maintain tbat the Act does not provide
against this,

Mgr. Tronmas: Such conduct would be
a breach of the Act.

Mr. WATTS: I say distinctly I have
seen men standing near electora who have
been voting by post; and it has been
possible for those witnesses to see the
name written on the postal voting paper.

Mx. Taomag: Does not that apply to
votes for all candidates ?

Mz. WATTS: I do not cate to whom
it applies; I say it is not right. It does
not matter whether the voter be a
Labourist, a Ministerialiat, or an Inde.
pendent, I say no man has a right to
watch another man record his vote; and
this, to my mind, is one of the greatest
abuses we have experienced in the system
of voting by post. It should be made a
misdemeanour that any man exceptin
the officer appointed under the Act shouls
witness postal votes. Another matter on
which I and my colleagues find fault with
the Government is the purchasing of
support by portfolios, We distinetly
reprobate the idea that the influence
either of Oppositionists or of the
Press of the country should be pur-
chased by portfolies; and I maintain
that the electors have spoken most em-
phatically on this procgeding. I hold
that this alone has had more to do with
the wrecking of the Government than
anything else that could perhaps be
named. That the Premier’s purchase was
justified we can quite believe from the
statements in the Press for some time
past. Undoubtedly the Premier made a
splendid bargain when he purchased the
gsupport of a certain individual and a
certain paper; and that paper has done
its utmost for his cause by in every way
misrepresenting the Labour party, by
altogether misrepresenting the opponents
of the Government. Fortunately, the
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days have gone by when intelligent people
were prepared to have their thinking done
for them by the Press of the country.
No opportunity of misrepresenting the
political Labour party has been lost; and
I maintain that the Premier and his
Ministers, in touring the country from
end to end, have aided the Press in mis-
representing the Labour party, and have
appealed to the prejudice of the party’s
opponents. The election campaign hus
turned not se much on the merits of the
Government as on abuse of the Labour
party. 1 kad the pleasure of listening
to the Premier in his own constituency;
und I consider his speech was one of the
best lawyer speeches I have heard for a
long time. He is very capable in twisting
arguments to suit his own convenience
and in distorting facts as to the Labour
party when that serves his interests.
But the support given to Mipisterialists
throughout the country cannot be reck-
oned on ea given for any love of thv
Mipistry or of their supporters. In my
electorate—and I believe the same applies
to many if not all of the electorates—on
aceount of the prejudice which people
have against trude unionists, and the
prejudice worked up by the Premier and
the Press, many voted for Ministerialists.
It was a question with many electors of

sugposed to rule the infernal regions,
and the deep sen. Those electors con-
sidered they had to judge between these
two, and in some cases they decided
to vote for the Ministerialists; but I
maintain  that the verdict of the
country has been definite and decisive
in favour of the political Labour party.
So much has been said by the Premier
in reference to the Labour party, to the
so-called Tradeg Hall party, and to
the domination of caucus over Labour
members, that the least I expected when
I came to Perth was that the leader of
the Opposition (Mr. Daglish) would
gather togetber the defence forces of
Perth, present artillery and other war-
like engines at my head, and ask me to
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only I am responsible. By their deci-
gion I stand or fall On my actions 1
shall be judged by thew, aud no other
party has uny power over me. Hence we
have a right to object to this misrepre-
senting of the political Labour party by
the Press of the country. I myself
resent it; and I think the time hus
come when this misrepresentation, this
distortion of facts, should cease; that
we now ghould get to the business of the
conntry, though it may have beeun vight
to indulge in such misrepresentations at
election time, in order to influence votes.
Many things are considered right at a
time like that; but now we ought to
drop such tactics, and come down fto
truth and reason. Personally, I am not
and never have been a unionist; yet it
has been asserted that no candidate can
he supperted by the Labour party whe
is not a unionist.

Mr. H. Brows : Did you not sign the
platform ?

Mz WATTSE: I do not consider I am
any more pledged by signing the plat-
form than the member for Perth is
pledged.

Mr. H Browrx: Your
would not take your werd.

Me. WATTS: You wonld not take a

supporters

. man’s word for a promissory note at
deciding between the gentleman who is -

gign some paper guaranteeing an un- !

swerving allegiance to the political
Labour party. TInstead of this, I have
never been asked by the caucusor by the
leader of the party to pledge myself in
any way to that gentleman. T have been
pledged to my electors, and to my electors

three months; you would not think much
of the debtor's word unless he was pre-
ared to put his sighature to the bill.

take it that as in business matters men
are required to make promises in writing,
the electors have a right to demand
written promises from those who are
chosen to represent the country and to
look after the business of their con-
stitvents,

Mge. THomas:
farther than that.

Mg, WATTS: My pledge binds me to
advocate and to do my best to farther
the principles embodied in the political
Labour platform; and I cousider that
every honourable man is beund just as
much by his word as he would be by
gigning. [Memeer: Whysign it?] I
have nov objection to signing my pledge.
If 2 man comes to me and wishes to buy
a horse, saying “ I will pay for it in three
months,” if he is not prepared to put his
name to his promise I will not trust him ;
and so I will not ask the electors of this
country to trust me or anybody else. I

Your pledge goes
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am quite prepared to sign what I am
prepared to do. It has even been
asserted, and it has become a by-word,
that political promises are like pie-crusts,
very easily broken and made to be broken.
It has been held up to members that
persons promise one thing at election
time, and that when it comes to assembling
in the House, they do just the opposite.
The political Labour party by their
pledge guard against anything of that
kind. We are not the kind of men who
wish to be held free from a piedge. We
are honourable; we expect to do what we
agree to do. We do not want to sneak
off from our pledpes, and are quite
prepared to sign our names to what we
agree to do. 1 care not whether this
party i called the Labour party, the
Liberal party, the Democratic party, or
any other party. So long as they stand
for liberal measures and good government,
I am prepared to give that party, if called
by any name, my unswerving support, if
I am convinced they are prepared to do
their best for the country. The very fact
that they have signed » pledge is to me
an inducement to join their ranks, T am
sure that by doing this they will be held
to that pledge and be expected to do as a
body of men what they have signed to
do. I would lLike for one mowment to
compare the Ministerial supporters with
the members of the Labour party. One
of the su-called Ministerial supporters

says that be is prepared to support the

Government on some political measure;
another member is directly opposed to
this measure, and he will not support
the Premier in regard to that particular

measure ; and soon. Wecannot find two

of them, I think, that are agreed to
support the Premier right through his
proposals. When it comes to getting
solid work done we do not know where
we shall be with such wen as that, or
what legislation we are likely to have
placed upon the statute-book. In regard
to the political Labour party, I would just
like to mention some English papers. In
referring to the political Labour party
the Pall Mall Gazelte, a conservative

organ, has stated that “the thieving !

commercial class which had been in
power in Australia had wmade 2 mess
of it, and the Labour party should
come into possession and take power.”
Some of the leading English organs have
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expressed themselves in a similar manner;
and I think we are quite justified in
taking the stand we are doing at the
present time on this account. Another
matter which has been veferred to is that
the Labour party are opposed to borrow-
ing. It is true, with a qualification: we
are opposed to horrowing except for
reproductive works. We are not opposed
to Dborrowing, if it can be shown that it
is to the advantage of the State thut we
should borrow; but we object to this
State being placed in the same condition
a8 the Eastern States, uttevly discredited
in the eyes of the British investor.
Orgunisation has been credited to the
Labour party, and it has been said that
to our good organisation we owe the
nombers that have been returned at the
head of the polls. The Labour organisa-
tion has been good; but I would ask
members to remember that the Premier
and the Ministers of the Crown travelled
throughout the length and breadth of
the State for the purposes of organising
also; and so far as my eleclorate is con-
cerned, they organised quite as much and
quite as hard as the political Labour party.
Although they worked on the prejudices
of the people, and although so many were
oppused to them and should have voted
against them if there had been anyone
else but a Lubour candidate stunding, yet
we find that they were unable to return
their candidates. With regard to the
administration of the present Govern-
1 ment, T consider the State has progressed

in spite of the Government. Land settle-
| went and the development of the agri-
cultural resources of this State have pro-
i gressed in spite of the administration of
, the Government. With regard to agri-
]

cultural! constituencies, a few members
are found at the present time on the side
i of the Government; but hon, members
ghould remember that, until very receotly,
most of the members for the agricultural
constituencies of this State sat in oppo-
sition to the Government. This alone, to
my way of thinking, shows that the land
settlement policy of the Government has
not met with favour in the agricultural
districts; and I would say that lack of
knowledge of the requirements of agri.
cultural constitvencies and of the agri-
» cultural districts of this State has been
shown by the gross adinistration of the
Lands Department in this State.
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Thne Mivterer ¥or Lawnps: In what
way ?

Mz. WATTS: I shall shew directly in
what way. I would as soon appoint to
the position of manager of » dressmaking
department a brickmaker, as I would
appoint to the administration of the
Lands Department the hon. gentleman
placed there, who bad as much knowledge
when placed there of the requirements of
the agricultural districts of this State as
perhaps a brickmaker would bave of the
requirements for managing a drapery
establishment. The Minister for Lauds
has travelled throughout the State to get
this knowledge: perbaps the brickmaker
would travel a year or two to get a know-
ledge of drapery, but T would not like to
be the man owning that drapery estab-
lishinent during the time the man was
gaining his koowledge. The opportu-
nities the Government have had of
settling people on the land have been
greater than the opportunities enjoyed by
any other Government in Australia since
responsible government in these States.
As to the vequiremeots for the sale of
any property, we find that first of all
there needs to be the article to sell. We
bave enormous itracts of land equal to
anything in the Eastern States, equal to
any land which is there, varying in quality
and capable of growing almost every kind
of cereal or produce that can be grown in
the Eastern States. We have had the
land ; but the inducements to settle have
been great, greater perbaps thap they
will ever be again in the history of this
State. We have had lines of railway
extending through the country in all
directions, and this splendid land has
been situated within easy carting distance
of these railways., That has been one of
the inducements to settle on the land.
We have had, secondly, a climate than
which there is no better in the world
for wheat.growing purposes and general
agriculture and the growth of cereals.
It was referred to a short time ago by a
gentleman visiting us from Capada as
being altogether superior to the climate
of Canada for the growth of cereals.
This is another of the very great induce-
ments that should encourage people to
settle on the agricultural lands of this
State. Tbe third inducement, and per-
haps the greatest of all, has been the
splendid market which we bave had on
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the goldfields of this State and also in
the coastal towns for the produce which
we bave grown. Also, ouiside the State,
the drought in the Eastern States has
brought about the high prices which are
ruling for produce, so that as far as the
market for produce is concerned no
better could be got ; and I maintain this
should be responsible for a very greut
influx of people on to the broad acres of
cur State. The prices of stock that could
be raised by the farmers bave been as
good as possibly could be reached. We
find that al! kinds of stock throughout
Australia have been dear, and particu-
larly in Western Australin. These are
all nducements to encourage the people
to settle on the soil.

Mrk. Tuomas: The goldfields are not
going to continue to pay these prices.

Me. WATTS: A very good thing for
the goldfields if they do not.

Tre Sreaksr: The hon. member for
Dundas is out of order in interjecting out
of his seat. Hon. members should not
interject except in their own seats.

Me. WATTS : With regard to buyers,
never before in Australia have such
opportunities presented themselves to get
buyers for the lands we have now for
sale, In the Eastern States severe
droughts have squeezed and starved
the people off the land.  Right through-
out the Hastern States men huve been
starved off the soil, and they have been
only too ready to find fresh fields and
pastures new. Western Australia should
then have been tho first place they would
have sought for fresh land. Our gold-
fields population, which has been large
and prosperous, to a great extent hasalso
furnished & number of buyers,and a very
great aumber of people who have had a
knowledge and an experience in agri-
culture. These men also should have
been placed upon the land in large
numbers; but in spite of the facilities
which the Government have had for
settling people upon the soil, we find
there has not been that settlement. which
should have taken place. By no means
have we the setilement on the land we
should have. We certainly have had
selestion, and the figures for land selec-
tion have been bolstered up in an extra-
ordinary manner; and one would think,
to look at the reports of the Lands
Department, that a very great settlement
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indeed was taking place on the agri-
cultural lands of this State.

Mr. Buraes: What about the Great
Southern Railway P

Mr. WATTS: T know as much as the
member for York about these matters.
I happen to have occasion in my business
to travel down the Great Southern Rail-
way very frequently. I bappen also to
bave visited the agricultural districts
there. I have travelled for miles and
miles, and I assert that the member for
York cannot point out to me any locality
where you cannot travel for miles without
seeing only a scattered patch or two of
cleared land. T mean that the whole of
the land which has been taken up along
the Great Southern line, or comparatively
by far the greater portion of the land bas
not been settled. We have had selection
of theland and people have been holding
it, but as to actual settlement on the land
we have not had it. {Ioterjection by M=.
Buraes.] As 1 stated just now, I think
the opposition of so many of the members
for agricultural constituencies to the
Government is due to the fact that they
fail to see the reason for this. That 18
the explanation of the attitude they have
adopted towards the Government. The
member for York seems, according to his
interjections, to have travelled a little. I
doubt very much the amount of his
travels down the Great Southern line; at
any rate the knowledge he has gained.
Perbaps he has been one of those he
talks about who sleep. He seems to
know all about that sort of thing. I
dare say the hon. member has gained his
konowledge from the Minister for Lands
and from reading the papers.

Mz. Bueees: When I get up [ will
tell you.

Mr. WATTS: At any rate most mem-
bers for agricultural constituencies who
do not happen to live in such a district
as the member for York, who owns most
of the land around where he is situated,
and euch large tracts that it takes him
some tiwe to walk out of that area
to sée what is being done--most of
the members for agricultural constitu-
envies will agree with me that very
large areas of land have been taken up
and a great many selections have heen
wade on which there is vo settlement
whatever. I believe thut even the mem.
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ber for York will bear e out that many
selections have been held for years and
bave not been settled to the present
time, and little or no improvements have
been made to those holdings. Although
we have had enormous figures of land
settlement from which it appears that
great numbers of people have been
going on the land, T should say that
forfeitures for 1903 alonme bear out to
a great extent my statements. The
forfeitures and redemptions for that
period were in relation to 105,069 acres;
most of these were forfeitures for non-
compliance with the conditions of settle-
ment. This would not have been done
if people had been on the land, as they
were supposed to be; and I assert that
although in a few cases forfeitures have
been made, there have been many more
instances in which the land was liable to
forfeiture. I believe that if the last six
months’ statiatics for land settlement
were available we should find that the
amount of forfeiture for that time would
be a great deal higher than it was even
in 1903, because it was only about that
time that the Minister for Lands got up
and had sufficient experience to know
what to do with regard to land settle-
ment. The bolstering up of the figures
of land selection in this State has been
done in this way: free passages have
been issued to those wishing to select
land, and thousands of pounds have been
scattered in this manner. Free passages
have beon issned to people who wauted a
holiday. 'Those who got tired thought it
a good time to come down to these
districts at the Governmen{ expense.
Those men came from Perth and from
various other localities and had their
drive round in the four days allowed
them, and in order to get a free pase
back again they spent 2 pound or a few
ghillings in taking up a piece of land.
With regard to the free homesteads
which we hear so much about, and in
relation to which it is contended there is
evidence that the people are taking up
lund for genuine settlement, we are told
of a person not being allowed to take up
a frechold homestead if he already holds
land, and that the fact of his taking
up u homestead is evidence that he is
a genvine settler. The position is, as
I say, that people who like to go down
and get back again on free yasses spend
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one pound on taking up a homestead
farm.

Tre MinistEr ror Lanps: Then it is
the intention of your party to abolish
free passes ?

Mgr. WATTS: To put an end to the
way of granting them which has been
adopted in the past. I think allowance
might be made for out-of-pocket ex-
penses, if desired. After a person has
paid a greater amount of rent than the
value of the free pass—say he has spent
#5 on land settlewent—let him be allowed
to have the £3, or whatever the value of
a free pass may be, back again; but
when o man bas only spent £1 it is
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it is not & business proposition at all.
By this means thousands of pounds
have been lost in railway fares, and
thousands of pounds have been spent in
land guides to drive these men around
the country for taking up land simply to
get a free pass back again. If a man is
not sufficiently interested in land settle-
ment to pay his fare down from the
fields or to the coast, and suflicient money
in his pocket also to do that, he is never
going to be a settler on agricultural
land. We shall sec that my statement is
correct, that hundreds, perhaps thousands
of these homestead farms which have
been selected will never have the condi-
tions of improvements complied with by
those who have taken them up. In fact
it is notorious that down the Great
Southern Railway line, which the member
for York knows about, these men have
tuken up blocks of land for the very pur-
pose of getting their free pass back.

Me. Bumees: Supposing they had
mills down there ?

Me. WATTS : That has nothing to do
with free passes. Whilst help has been
given to genuine settlers, I say that fo
bolster up the figures of the Lands
Department a system of State robbery
has been in existence for a short time
past, which I think is altegether o dis-
credit to the Government and to the
administration of the Lands Depart.
ment. This system of State robbery I
refer to takes place under the second and
third-class conditions of selection. A
person may perhaps come here from the
Eastern States seeking land. Those who
have had any experience in Western Aus-
tralia know that the land is patchy ; that
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you get perhaps two or three hundred
acres of good land, then perbaps a thou.
sund acres of second-class, and then per-
haps a thousand acres of third-class land.
A gelector comes along from Vietoria; he
upplies for this land, and with the expe-
dation which the Lands Department gives
to granting approvals of selections he
may have tu wait for months before he
gets his approsal. This I maintain is
altogether wrong. I consider that
approval should be givenreasonably early
rather than that a man should have to
waste months of valuable time, going back
to the FEastern States without knowing
whether he will get the land or not. A
maan selects land in this way. He goes
back to the Enstern States and finds that
a fixed value has been placed onthe second
and third-class land he has gelected, and,
unless he takes the land valuation which
has been put upon it by inspectors who
have little or no knowledge of West
Australian soil, he has to forfeit his
deposit. Are we so impecunious in this
State that we need to rob a man who is
a genuine selector, and who proves he is
a genuine selector by selecting two or
three thousand acres of lund and paying,
not a paltry pound for a free pass, but
seversl pounds as 2 guarantee oF his bonn-
Jide desire for land, paying rent for the
fivat year or half-year as the case may be ?
When a man has proved himself to be a
genuine selector we have aright togive him
approval of his land in reassonable time,
to enable him to get his land before he
returns to the Eastern States, and to know
whetber he is to bave the land or not. In
any case I think it a scandal that men
bave been appointed as inspectors who
have little knowledge of the land, and
that their opinion should be taken as to
the value of land rather thau the opinion
of practical farmers who have had experi-
ence of land for years. The member for
York would not like some draper, grocer,
or tradesman of some kind, or anything
of that sort, to value his land, and for
him to be compelled to tuke the land at
a valuation put upon it by incompetent
persens or forfeit his depoait.

Tre PremMier: Why do you not name
one of these incompetent persons ¥

Trae Mivisrer ror Lanns: Naine one
of the drapers.

Me. WATTS: By this means the
figures for land selection huve been
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bolstered up. It appears that very much |
land has been taken, and peopls do not
take the land which they are credited
with having selected. The figures are not
as great as the Lands Department would
try to make us believe. :

Tue Miwtster For Lawps: Thefigures
are issued after approval.

Mr. WATTS: We get the figures of
applications made very constantly and
very regularly from the various Jands
offices throughout the country, and ome !
would think, 1o read the newspapers, that !
an enormous amount of settlement is
going on.

Tae MinsTeR vor Lavns : So there is.

Mr. WATTS: We are told that many
people are trying to get it, scurrying
aleng after it as if they had struck a gold
mine.

Tue MivisTER ForR Lawps: Many of
them have.

Mr. WATTS: And many of them
have not. I maintain that no legitimate
attempt has been made fo settle the
great proportion of agricultnrists who
have experience on the land. We hear
the Government crying out about want-
ing an influx of agricultural settlers,
persong with a knowledge of agricultural
work : at the same time we have a
number of men here with good experience
in the Btate, and there are practically no
facilities for these men of small means to
take up land and work it.

Tre MinisTer For Lawps: Can you
name any other country that offers the
sume facilities ?

Mr. WATTS: It requires several
years before a man can get a living from
the land. It takes at least three years
before a man can keep himself on the
land bhers. By the time he has ring.
barked his timber and has waited for it
to diz, aud clears the land in an expe-
ditious manner, it is three years before
he is able to live on that land. Perbaps
five years would be nearer the mark ; but
I wish to put the lowest catimate, and I
say it takes three vears before a man can
get a living off the land. I think most
farmers and members for agricultural
constituencies will say that it tekes five
vears before a man can get a living off
the land ; in some districts it will take
ten years,

Mr. N. J. Moore: In your district
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Mr. WATTS: Yes; off repurchased
estates, improved land.

']‘Tinn MivisTer For Lawps: On virgin
lund.

Mr. WATTS: One cannot take up
land in the Eastern Districts that is
timbered unless one is prepared to go to
the expense of £2 or £3 an acre to clear
off the green timber. It will take three

. years before any one can get a return

from that land. In order to emeorurage
settlement on the land some inducements
should be offered, for we have a large

¢ class of men here with limited capital

who have the right fo insist that some
system of clearing the land in advunce
should be adopted, that the timber should
be ringbarked and a small portion cleared
to enable them to get a living on the
land from the start.

Tae MrnisTER For Lawps: You did
not know that was being done?

Mz WATTS: 1t is being done on a
very limited scale indeed, but it should
be done in a general way throughout the
agricultural districts of the State.

Tue Miwister For Lawps: That is
the best thing you have said yet.

Mr. WATTS: I would not think for
one moment of condemning the repur-
chasing of large estates where situated
adjacent to railways. I cannot under-
siand why there should be an objection
to spending 5s. per acre on Crown lands
and adding the cost of the improvement
to the value of the Jand. This would be
preferable to paying 20s. per acre for
repurchased land. If the Government
spent 5s. per acre on land in clearing it,
that would be far preferable to asking a
selector to pay 25s. per acre for repur-
chased land.

Mg. N. J. Moore: The Government
did that in Mr, Richardson’s time,

Mr. WATTS : They are not doing it
now.

Tre MintsTer For Lanps: Yes, they
are.

M=z. WATTS: What is being done
now should be carried out in a general
way Lo enable settlers with small means
to go on the land. Those who purchase
land on our repurchased estates must be
men of means, for they have to meet
high payments and bigh annual rent. Tt
is impossible for a man of small means
to take up land on repurchased estates.
By the Government spending a small
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amount of money per acre on Crown
lands & man with £100 would be able to
get his living from the land ip the first
year. That would be better than import-
ing agricultural settlers, for we are not
going to import men of large means—I
presume the Government are not looking
for such.

Tee MiNisTER FOR Lawps: A great
maay are coming at the present time.

Mer. WATTS: I am aware some are
coming, and it is a good thing for the
State. I am not saying anything against
that. I do not wish to hinder anyone
with moeney from coming here, but it is
better for the State to get ten men, each
with a small capital, than one man with
o large capital. 'With regard to selection,
I have another complaint to make. Men
are allowed to select farther land, when
they already hold land and have not
complied with the conditions under which
the land has been taken up. YLand selec-
tion has been going on here,und in many
cases large holdiogs are being taken year
after year by meo who have not complied
with the Jabour conditions imposed on
lands previously taken up by them; and
I say that more land should not be
granted to a mun unless the inspectors
are satisfied that the holder has complied
with the improvement clauses for the
lands previously selected. While this in
being allowed we find that selectors of
small holdings and free homestead farms,
aod men of small means who are not
able to take up large areas, are being
harassed becanse they do not live on the
farms they bave taken up. It is not
altogether living on the %and that we
want, especially as it takes several years
before getting a living from the land.

Mr. N. J. Moorg: You do not want
men to live on the farms?

Mzr. WATTS: TUnless a man lives on
his farm all the time be has to carry out
double the improvements.

TRE MinNIsTER FOR LaNnDs:
not desirable ?

Me. WATTS: It is not desirable in
many cases. If a man chances to live 20
miles from his farm, the Government
should allow him to do & small amount
of improvement on his farm.

Me. Gorpon: You advocate dummy-
ing then ?

Mr. WATTS: Tf a man bappens tobe
poor and cannpot get a living from his 160

Is that

[ASSEMBLY.]

Third day.

acres, and has to work in Ltown to live, he
is asked to carry out double the ordinary
improvements.

Tee Mivister ror Lawps: Can you
give me an instance P

Mz. WATTS: I can give you inatances
at Narrogin,

Tae MivisTer For Lanos: I eay the
statement is incorrect.

Mzr. WATTS: The regulations pro-
vide that double improvements have to
be carried out.

M=z. Avewin: Quite right too.

Mr. WATTS: The man with plenty
gets everything, while the wan with a
small capital gets nothing. If a mwan is
complying with the improvement conu-
ditions, I do not care if he is living on
the land or not, be has no right to be
molested. He should not be expected to
do double the improvements that the
man who can afford to live on the land
has to do. The wan who works in town
for a living and who finda it impossible
to get a living from the land right away,
if he puts in reasonable improvements,
shonld be allowed to retain the land, no
matter if he resides on rural lands or
not.

Tae MinsreEr For Lanps: That is [a
spectal feature of our Land Act.

Me. WATTS: If it is a special feature,
then it is not conducive to the encourage-
ment of the wnan with small means. I
am not objecting to help the man of large
means, but I think we sheuld give en-
couragement to men of small means as
far as we can.

Tag Mivister ¥or Lanps: That is
precisely what we are doing.

Memerr: The Agricultural Bank will
help.

Mr. WATTS: The member for Bun-
bury ought to know that such & man
cannot get help from the Agricultural
Bank.

Me. N.J. Moore: I did not say any-
thing.

Mr. WATTS: Whoever made the
interjection ought to know, if he knows
anything about the Land Act, that such
a man cannot get assistance from the
Agricultural Bank. There is a farther
matter that I have to complain of. The
Lands Department has been advertising
lands on the other side of Goomalling, ut
Cowcowing. For some time past agents
have been sent to the Eastern States to
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lecture, and a large amount of money
bas been spent in advertising the lands
of the country. I know of several com-
plaints which have been made to me by
those wishing to select land at Cowcow-
ing. Men have proceeded to the place,
and when they have come back and put
in an application for land, they have found
that they could not get it. I cannot
for the life of me understand where the
seose comes in with such a system,
squandering the people’s money in that
way, and discouraging men who would
be genuine settlers on the land. I say
this is being done, and thosc in charge of
the department should know that it is so,
and should prevent it. I kmow people
who have gone out to take up land, who
have wasted their time and have come
back so disgusted with the whole matter
that they refused to waste farther time,
and bave gone back to the goldfields, or
wherever they have come from, without
taking up land. This occurs in the
face of spending money to get people to
take up land. There is another matter
as to water supply. Very little has been
done by the Grovernment towards supply-
ing new settlers with water.

Tae MiNisTER ¥or Lanps: In what
districts ?

Mr. WATTS: In any district. 1
know of one tank, perhaps two.

Me. N. J. Moorr: But thers is a
general ery amongst the new settlers that
there is no adequate water supply pro-
vided for them.

Tre Minarer ror Lanps: In what
district ?

Me. WATTS: Cowcowing.

TrE MinisTeER: A man- has been
sinking wells for over six months there.

Me. WATTS: Take the land along
the Eastern line and almost all the land
in the Eastern districts. I would like
the Minister to name to me a few of the
places where the water is provided.

Tae MinisrEr For Lanps: I would
like you to state where a water supply is
not provided.

Me. WATTS: North of Grass Valley.

MenpEr : There are no inhabitants,

Mr. WATTS: What has been done
regarding that district between the
Eastern Railway and Goomalling ?

TrE MivistER FoR Lanps: I will tell
you when my turn comes.
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Mr. WATTS: Such statements are
very well; but residents in those districts
Lear the frequent cowplaints of settlers,
and can judge for themselves. Amother
matter which should receive the attention
of the depurtment, and one in which they
have not shown wisdom, is that of land
boards. Where several applications for
land are in dispute, & board should deal
with the matter, not' as hitherto with
closed doors, allowing bul one witness at
a time to attend, but with all witnesses
present, us in the Eastern States. Our
system shows a want of koowledge of the
conditions prevailmg in the East, as
regards both water supply and land
boards, the latter being wrongly con-
stituted and conduected.

Tas Mivister For Lanps: I thought
your party wanted allocation by ballot.

Mg. WATTS: I can tell you what bas
been done in the past in allotting your
lands,

Tae PeeMier: Do you say that our
administration is not up to date, and that
people in the East are ahead of us ?

Mg, WATTS: I say that we are
behind Vietoriz in some provisions for
land settlernent.

Tue PremiEr: Your party do not say
that.

M. WATTS: Ido not mind what any
party says. Ispeak from personal kunow-
ledge of those districts.

Tae Minister ror Lawps: Quite
right. Your party are not reliable.

Mr. WATTS: As to the Agricultural
Bank, it should be removed from political
influence, and a number of directors
‘While
the Government are advertising lands at
Narrogin and establishing a colony there,
encouraging peopleto settle at Nangeenan,
they are refusing to grant people in that
district facilities for dealing with the
Agricultural Bank. What vight have we
to encourage people to settle in a district
and not give them accommodation from
that bank? Doodlekine is the limit
beyond which advances will not be made
by the bank ; hence settlers in the district
to which I have referred are denied
advantages enjoyed by seftlers in other
districts. :

Meweer: You have no Agricultural
Bank in Victoria.

Me. WATTS: No; there is u Credit
Foncier Bank, which 18 mmuch better, and
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our Agricultural Bank in giving facilities
to settlers, rather than by acting in an
inquisitorial fashion, as it does when
inquiring into an applicant's existing
liabilities before advancing him money.

Tre Minmster For Lanps: Of course
no other bank does that ?

Me. WATTS: I say that when the
gecurity is good enough, the bank ought
to advance the money just as it would be
advanced by a private bank or by the
Credit Foncier Bunk in Victoria.

Me. Diamonn: Would you lend & man
money without ascertaining his tinancial
position P

Mr. WATTS: Certainly; if the
security was good enough. I should not
care what else he owed.

Tae PrEmMIER: Who ought to be the
judge of the security ?

Mr. WATTS : The directors.

Tae Premier: Would you make the
director’s position political or indepen-
dent ?

Mr. WATTS: Independent.

Tar Preuies : Well, blame him ; do
not blume the Government.

Mr. WATTS : I say the present state
of affairs ought not to exist. The bank
ghould deal in liberal fashion with
settlers.

Tur Miwistir vor Lawps : Ask them
to come in and help themselves.

Mzr. WATTS: That is done by the
Ministerial side. We (Labour party) do
not expect to help ourselves on this
side of the House.

Tae Premier : But you always do so.

Mr. WATTS : Agricultural colleges-
have been mentioned in the debate; and
I say that any man who advocates therwr
establishment here has not thoroughly
investigated their working in the Eastern
States.

Mz. Diamorp: No one would dream
of copying the Eastern States. )

Mr. WATTS: Nearly every agri-
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cultural college established there has been l

proved to be of little vse for the purpose
intended ; and although many thousands
of pounds have been spent in this way in
the Eastern States ; yet a system which is
eminently satisfactory to all interested is
the system adopted in the East of
sending round lecturers to various
agricultural districts at opportune times, |
to give information to the farmers. Boys |
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sent to agricultural eolleges waste their
time, and when they leave college forget
all they have learnt; but by sending
lecturers to the farmers themselves who
are interested in the subject, they, by
attending the Iectures, eun get the
information they require. The agricul-
tural industry is second to none in this
Btate. It is one of our great primary
industries which should receive every
encouragement ; and yet, with splendid
and unprecedented opportunities, the
Governmnent have failed to settle people
on the land, and we have not had the
actual settlement we had a right to
expect. We ought to give every facility for
placing men on the goil, so that land now
returning nothing may yield a large profit
both to the occupants and to the traders
who reap their profits from farm produee.
‘When u genuine settler produces thou-
sands of pounds worth of foodstuffe
from land which hag previously produced
nothing, and when those products are
multiplied by hundreds, the couniry re-
ceives an enormous return; and the
industry should be fostered by helping
men of experience, not only men with
weans, but any men who are prepared to
take up and work land. We are told
that in Cuvada land iz granted for five
years free to any man who cares to work
it. Let us get the people on the land;
never mind the means. Every man we
get on the land is a valuable asset to the
country, and is providing national wealth
while taking it out of no man’s pocket.

Orrosrrion MEMBERS : Question.

Tre PpEMIER: Some members have
left this evening, assuming that the de-
bate will be continved to-morrow. I
shall be glad if any members now present
who have their speeches available will
deliver them, if thought necessary.

Tae SpEaxER: The Minister is out of
order. I wust put the gquestion unless
the debate is adjourned.

Mr. A. J. DIAMOND (South Fre-
mantle): I move that the debate be ad-
journed.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result :

Ayes 17
Noes 22
Majority againgt 5
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AYES. Roes,
Mr, Brown Mr, Angwi
Mr. Burges Mr. Bat
Mr: Cowcher Mr. Bolton
My. Diamond Mr, Connor
Mr, Foulkes Mr, Daglish
Ar. Gordon Mr. Ellis
Mr, Gregory Mr, Gill
Mr, Hoyward Mr. Hnatio
Mr. Hopkins Mr. Heitmann
Mr. James My, Henshaw
Mr. Layman Mr. Horan
Mr. McLarty Mpr. Johnson
Mr. N. J. Moore Mer. Morun
Mr. Nanson Mr, Nelson
Mr. Rason My, Scaddan
Mr. Fronk Wilson Mr. Taylor
Mr. Quinlan (7eiler). Mr. Thomas
Mr. Troy
Mr. Watta
Mer. A, J, Wilson
Mr. F. F. Wilson
My. Holman {Teller),

Motion thus negatived.
[A pause ensued.]

Mr. A. J. DIAMOND (South Fre-
mantle): T am very sorry it has been
forced upon me at this comparatively late
hour of the night to continue the debate;
and I must express my surprise that such
a demand has been mu.de practically to
stifle discussion. position dissent.]
If the members of fPhe Labour party
would get on their legs, instead of inter-
jecting seuseless remarks, it would be
better.

Me. Tromas: We had enough senseless
remarks the other day to last us for six
months.

Mr. DIAMOND : I made use of the
expression “ stifle discussion,” and I
repeat it. This is the manuner in which
an attempt is being made to stifle discus-
sion, instead of o clear indictment being
made apainst the Governwent at the
commencement of the debate.

Tee PremMIER: By rail-sitters.

M=. Corrox: Bxploiters.

Mz. DIAMOND: Instead of continu-
iny the indictment, we have mewbers who
are deferring to make their statements
until Ministers have closed their mouths,
to continne the indictment afterwards.
Frown my persooal experience, as well as
from what I have read and witnessed, I
submit that this is not fair play for the
other side of the House to adopt. Tt has
been mwade clear that a number of mem-
bers on the other side of the House are
not here to make indictments, but are
bere to listen. Apparently it is the duty
of practically every man on the other side
of the House to continue this indictment,
and why, in the name of common gense
and fair play, they are frightened to get
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on their legs and continue this indiet-
ment and allow those they are speak-
ing or arguing against to make their
defence afterwards, I do not know. Why
they should force Ministers of the Crown
to continue the debate with the axe
banging over their heads [general
laughter], knowing that there will be a
fresh set of indictments brought against
them to which they will have no oppor-
tunity to reply, I do not know. I appesl
to the sense of fair play in the House
whether this should be the case at this
early stage of the first session of this
Parliament. We have in the Governor’s
Speech a wish for the continuance of
good feeling. I submit that the attack
of the Opposition to-night is not good
feeling.

Mr. Tavror: We have put up four
speakers to the Government's one.

Mg, DIAMOND : Judging by what we
have had already, if we could multiply
the four by five we should just have as
much nonsense as we have alveady had.
I am not grumbling about anything per-
gonally. T am talking about fair play,
and am trying to induce members on the
other side of the House to see what is fair
play and to act upon it.

Mzr. Daerrsu: The Government have
three or four members over there. Let
them be put up.

Mr. DIAMOND : There are certain
gentlemen oun the cross-benches on the
Opposition side, sitting there for the
express purpose of interjecting, who will
not stand up like men and say why they
are opposing the Government, and why
they have joined in an unholy combination
to oust the Government. Surely some
reason must be given for that.

Mr. Anewin: They were sent here by
the electors.

Mr. DIAMOND: Members in this
House, I fearlessly say, who sat in the
last Parliament would say there has not
been one member in this House more
consistent than nryself.

Mz, Connor: No one less consistent.

Mr. Taomas: No one more incon-
sistent.

Mz, DIAMOND: Talk like that is
easy from those who will not stand on
their feet, and who make an accusation
without giving a man a right of reply.
That is not the way to have a fair debate
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or to let the country progress, or to
inculoate and teach that good feeling
which the Governor’s Speech indicates.
It is the duty of those who have still
farther indictments to make against the
Fovernment to make thew. 8o far the
indictment made sgainst the Government
is the weakest I have ever heard of,
witnessed, or read. I have been com-
pelled to speak at this late hour by the
absence of several members from this
side of the House who, in the belief
that this debate was to be extended
until to-morrow, have left the House.
I do not think it iz a fair thing to
force a division without hesring both
sides on this question. People.on trial
in a court of law always hear the
indictment before they are called upon to
defend themselves. Apparently a num-
bor of members in this House want to
keep the indictment back until those on
trial have had their say, and then to
make the indictment afterwards.

Tee Speaxer: I think it would be
wise if the hon. member would address
himself to the amendment.

Mz. DIAMOND: I have been trying
to do so, but really it ishard. Of course,
I shall oppose the amendment. First of
all, I do not approve of the principle of it,
and secondly it is stupid and unnecessary,
The only thing required and necessary
from that side of the House is to vote in
direet negative to the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply. Of
course I do not pose as a great constitu-
tional authority, as do the member for
West Perth and that most profound
student of constitutionalism, the member
for somewhere down South—Duandas, I
tbink. I really think we are not having
fair play; I think that the mover of the
amendment has caused a great waste of
time, and that the amendment has been
caleulated to lengthen out thia debate, for
what reason I do not know. We have
heard to-night several speeches, most of
them given it a very earnest manmer,
apparently with the greatest possible
belief on the part of the speakers in their
fancies, 'With reference to the member
for Coolgardie and hisavalanche of figures,
I think I can safely leave him in the
hands of another member who will no
doubt continne the debate later on-—
to-morrow, I suppose, under the grace of
our friends on the other side; but I must
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say that he succeeded in confusing me i
the matter of figures.

Dx. ErLis : That was not difficult.

Mz. DIAMOND : I yield to no mar
in the matter of figures. I will take :
sheet of note paper at any time with th
hon. member and give him a trial. Fo
the first time in my life a gentleman ha
succeeded in making the issue he wante
to bring forth absolutely obscure t
everybody but himeself; and I questio
very much whether it is not extremel;
obscure so far as he himself is concerned
I do not think the hon. member expect
the House to take him seriously. I d
not take him seriously.

Mgr. NeLson: We are not taking the
hon. memhber for South Fremantl
seriously.

Me. DIAMOND: I am sure it is
question whether the hon. member takel
himself seriously.

Mgz, Toomae: What is the hon, membe
talking of ?

Ter Premrer: The hon. member fo
Dundas.

Mr. THOMAS : The member for Dunda
would certainly not waste his tim
tackling things of that sort,

Me. DIAMOND : With all due respeci
to the member for Coolgardie and hi
figures, I shall leave him to a mor
competent authority than myself. The
hon. member expressed his ignorance of
figures and his ignorance of Labow
matters, and he was careful to inforn
the House that Labour members were

.antirely ignorant of railway matters. |

must say he abundantly proved his case
for himself. It is not my province ol
duty to go into his figures, because I hav:
not got them all before me. I reall;
belisve the hon, member started the
compilation of these figures the nighi
after the election, with a wet towel over hi
head, and he has been at them ever since
If the House will adjourn for a montl
and give me time to go through the same
tigures again, I will also drown him in s
gea of calculations; but as the House is
not likely to extend that consideration tc
me, I sball have to leave the hon
member alone, Asfar asT am concerned
I should like to have waited till the end
of this debate, as I had the right to do,
because I moved the adoption of the
Address-in-reply.
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Mz. Morarn: You still have the right
to reply as mover of that Address.

Mgr. DIAMOND: Thanks very much.
I did not know that, and I am glad to
have the assurance of so great an
authority. The member for Fremantle
{Mr. Needham) is the only memmber in
the House who honoured me by referring
te my vemarks. I was beginmng to take
gilence for consent. I presume the hon.
wmembers opposite were so satisfied of the
justice of my remarks last Thuraday, that
they thought it better to leave me alone.
The member for Fremantle—I am sorry
he is not here--a friend of mine, a
very geod friend too—charged me some-
what on the fact that I reviled or derided
or condemned the opposition to me at
South Fremantle, alse the opposition to
the hon. the Premier, and sarcastically
compared us to a statue placed on a
pedestal in & musuem with a card
saying “ visitors must not touch.” Pos-
sibly the new statues—you were speaking
about the living statues—are likely to
scratch and bite or hurt when they are
touched, so there is no necessity to put a
notice to the public not to touch them,
Howerver, the member for Fremuntle was
g0 kind to me and my remarks generally
that I have no serions fault to find except
this, that he assured me, as I have been
assured over and over again since the
election, that next time the member for
South Fremantle will see what wiil hap-
pen. T said then I was ready, if the hon.
member for Fremantle or anyone else
thinks we did not bave a fair fight
at Fremantle, and be thinks he can
alter the result. I have had this said to
me over and over again privately in this
‘House and in the streets at Fremantle,
and T stlll live, breathe, and have my
being. I do not think these threats will
result in any injury to me whatever. I
could have wished that this disquisition
on the Collie Railway by the member for
Collte (M. Henshaw) had been delivered
in the presence of his constituents at
Collie. Probably he will hear from them
on the subject later on. He condemned
o railway which does not exist, I believe;
at any rate the route he spoke about does
not exigt. A portion of the line which
he particularly referred to is a portion of
another line altogether, and consequently
he succeeded, after the member for Cool-
gardie (Dr. Ellis), in fogging me. The
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member for that district also gave us a
disquisition on the administration of the
Electoral Act. It appears to me that,
according to the KElectoral Act, the
remedy always lies in the handa of the
aggrieved party, It waasin their province
to lay an information for any breaches of
the Act, but instead of doing so they
come to this House and whine about all
gorts of imaginary doings which we hear
went on during the late election. As far
as I am concerned, I say that in the four
electorates of Fremantle not one single
complaint has been published that I
know of, and I do not believe that any-
thing was done to any large extent in any
of the districts in countravenlion of tbat
postal section of the Act. As I under-
stand the leaders of the House have,
o their united wisdom, agreed to an
adjournment, I will close my remarks.

On motion by Mr. HorLuan, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at seven minutes
past 11 o’clock, until the next day.
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